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Eanyalore Declaration

of the Fifih Joint Convention of Pakistan-India Feoples' Forum for

Peace and Democracy adopied on April 8, 2060

Meeting in a critical time of war, threats of war, nuciearization, and the
persistent obstacles placed in the path of the assembly of the peace
taving peoples of the two countries.

in pursuance of its objectives of normalization of relations,
demilitarization and peace, a democratic resolution of the Kashmir
problem, promotion of tolerance, democracy and good governance,
and joint endeavour against the common threats to the econormies of
India and Pakistan by unfettered globatization.

Being aware of the increasing danger of deliberate or accidental war
broaking out with the risk of any conflict escalating to the level of
nuclear holocaust.

Concerned about repeated incidents of religious intolerance and hatred
in both countries rooted in deprivation, backwardness, power politics
and misconceived notions of national interesi,

The Pakistan-India People’s Forum for Peace and Democracy in ifs Fifth
Joint Convention held ar Bangalore, India, on 6-8 April, 2000,
DEMANDS an immediate resumption of diafogue at the highest level,
reversal of current military  build-ups, horizontal and  vertical
denuclearization and a comprehensive non-war pact, effective steps
towards internal demilitarization and in the interim, untit a comyplete
roll back of the nuclear weapoens and delivery systems programmes of
both countries, a no-first use agreement, consent to the CTBT, rejoining
the discussions on the FMCT and move towards the declaration of South
Asia as a nuclearfree zone,

CALLS upon Governments of India and Pakistan to order cessation of all
hostilities atong the Line Of Control by all forces directly and indirectly
under their control, the various militant organizations of jammu and
Kashmir to eschew violence, the Governmenst of India to release all
political detenus, so that the peoples of all sections of jammu and
Kashmir can decide their future in a democratic manner, achieve
reconciliation, and the representatives of the Governments of India,
Pakistan and of the peoples of Jammu and Kashmiy strive together to
find a selution accentable to the peoples of Jammu and Kashmir and the
sub-continent in the larger interest of peace and democracy.
DEPRECATES all attempis to curtail the facilities of travel and
communications between india and Pakistan and calls upon the two
Governments to rewrite the protecol and ailow all people o travel
freely,

Pakistan-Tndia People’s Conwention




10.

RESOLVES o fink the joint struggle against unfettered globalization with

the struggle for democratization of our societies, co-operaie in building
food security through a sustainable agricultural strategy that excludes
the MINC controtied seed- biotechnology-pesticides cycle, share
appropriate and smail technologies, address water management ang
distribution issues on a regional basis, extend most favoured nation
status o each other, forge a commaon strategy 1o tackle environmental
degradation of common ecological regions and evolve joint straiegies
on mulsilateral negotiations such as WTO and plant breeders rights.
DEMANDS the two governments to ensure popular participation in
governance through decentralisation and  devolution of power 1o the
grassroots with adequate safeguards, provide basic amenities to the
people, mstitutionalise transparency, responsibility and accountabiiity
in governance, ensure security of the minorities, prevent crimes against
women, end child labour, protect common people against
displacement from fraditional habitats in the name of development,
preak the politician-criminal nexus, preserve and extend freedom of
expression atong with the right of access to information, reverse the
trend of politicisation of education leading to a collapse of standards,
anel defend caltural rights and  freedoms.

1. DEMANDS immediate steps for the realisation of women's basic rights

and their legitimate aspirations.

CCALLS upon the educaiionists and the people in general o work

rawards ways of inculcating values of cooperation, folerance, harmony,
through all possible means, particularly curricula and  prescribed
texibooks, print and visual media, undertake investigations of incidents
of communal  violence o hring the findings 1o the notice of the
people, organise exchanges of children and teachers, and 10 be aware
of and monitor possible misuse of places of worship and religious
educational institutions for the promotion of preaching and promotion
of hatred and intolerance.

CRESOLVES further to take concrete steps both jointly and separately in

each country including fonnation of working groups to impiement the
abave resolutions towards the realisation of its aims and objectives.

Sdf- Saif-
Signed: i.A. Rebiman Admiral (i) L. Ramdas
Chairperson Paldstan Chapter Chairperson india Chapter

Hangalore,
April 8, 2000

Pakistan-India People’s Convention
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OUERVIEW

Bevond the Peace Mela : Rethinking Serategies
By Rita Manchanda

In Bangalore af the fifth Joint Convention of the Pakistan India Peoples’
Farum Tor Peace Democracy, the cynosure of the media’s eye was a young
arachi based journalist, Nasir, accompanied hy his wife and two minor
daughters, honorasy child delegates to the conference from Pakistan. When
he had first sounded them out about going to India, his daughter Zoya (6
years) had innocently warbled, hamara India, parroting the refrain of an
advertising jingle she had heard on Zee TV. Formal schooling had yet to
make her self conscious about such an unpatriotic slip, for india was the
"other”, the enemy. What would she remember of that April week in
Bangalore?

There was the sentimentalism which balleoned forth in the cry of * £k Mata
o Santan” (One Maother, Two Children) though more likely it would be its
more imaginative articulation in the Brothers of Chichibaba, the children's
story book which she teok home. In this anti war book released at the
Forum, scientist D P Sen Gupta tells the story of right handed Guruk and left
handed Turuk, two hrothers from the tand of Chichibaba. They fall out and
hecome implacable enemies raising armies against each till both acquire
hombs, 'so hot that the earth will melt like butter'. The children of the twa
countries Chinchin and Chinchun frightened of melting like buiter, push
through a hole in the wall separating the two, and seek safety by coming
together, the brothers are ransformed and vow to destroy all weapons and
five In peace.

Clearly, in the real warld, Pakistan - india hostility cannot be wished away,
the propensity to violence not so easily ranscended. Indeed on both sides
of the border there is a remarkable it between the state ideology based on
hostile relations and popular acceptance of hate politics and its
concomitant, a national security obsession. It is that “fit” which is coming
foose in the wake of cross border people 1o people dialogue which draws
peoples and organisations not normally associated with inter elite political
and security dialogues. These include women’s groups, environmentalists,
social and human rights activists, labour activists, professionals, scientists as
well as academics, journalists, retired bureaucrats and armed forces
nersonnel. The objective is to foster new, broad based coalitions capable of
democratically reordering national and regional priorities. Without
democratisation of the process, the ‘o war no peace” dynamics inherent in
the India Pakistan relational paradigm, can not be transformed.
Admitiedly, at the Forum's mass conventions, there 5 a groundswell of
smotional sentimentalism which tends 1o reinforce the superficial (and
motivated) impression of the Forum’s delegates as unrealistic peace
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missionaries commitiing themselves 1o wishiul declarations. Had the
founders of the Forum not been fanciful’ visionaries, would they have dared
believe that in 1995 when Pakistan had just closed down the Karachi
Consulate and relations dipped (o a new low, visas would be issued to 100
Palkistani delegates 1o attend fhe {irst Joint Conveniion in Delhi. The facile
dismissal of peace delegates as “Bleeding hearts” obscures the sinewy
strength of the Forum as a potent idea symbolising that there is nothing
essentialist in India Pakistan hostility, as the stale sponsored orthodoxy
would have us believe, A 'hundred years war’ is not inevitable. In the Forum
citizens of india and Pakistan- former Ministers, Cabinet Secretaries, retired
Admirals, Major Generals and thousands of concermned citizens, have
discovered that even on issues like Kashmir, the areas of agreement are
more than the areas of disagreement. "We have to make the governments
admit to the possibility of an altermative to the politics® of hate and
confrontation, "the possibility of ather possibilities”, reiterated | A Rehman,
the co-chairperson of the Forum,

The Forum’s strategy is simple though no less subversive for being that, By
bringing together thousands of citizens of India and Pakistan, it undermines
the very logic of the demonisation of “the other” based on keeping the two
peoples apart. “The more people talk to each other, the more they are
exposed to each other’s writings, the process of demonising will come
apart,” the Forum’s co-founder Nirmal Mukarji had said at the historic first
Joint Convention in Dethi in 1995, Six years and five Joint Conventions
later, this unique people to people dialogue has demonstrated not only
survivability but testified to the emergence of a cross border peace
constituency, which sethacks like the Kargil war have been unable to crush
and jingoistic governments, unable 1o deny.

This time, oo, {or the Filth Joint Convention in Ba ngatare, the Ministry of
External Affairs issued non reporting and mulliple city visas to 200 Pakistani
citizens. And that foo at a time when the Indian government is self
righteously determined to freeze, atrophy and indeed break off tinks with
Pakistan, bilaterally and internationally. However, at the last minute, a
constraint was introduced which threatened to stymie the meeting. Political
clearance had been given at the highest level but evidently the intelligence
agencies had different priorities. The special concession enjoyed by Forum
delegates for the earlier Caicutta and Peshawar Conventions, to walk across
the no man’s land strip between Wagha and Attar, was unexpectedly
revoked. Ubiquitous security reasons were cited. For the Forum it was a
major blow upsetting not only logistic arrangements and lengthening to six
days the journey from Peshawar to Bangalore for NWFP delegates. But
politically it hit at the symbolic efforts of the Forum - by having 140
delegates walk across the no man’s corridor- to keen up the pressure on the
two governments to reopen the land route and multiply links.

Paldstan-Indiq People’s Convention
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i the end, the frony was that while Indian and Pakistani leaders were
playing kutti (child’s game of not talking to each other), the Pakistan Interior
Ministry and the tndian Home Ministry collaborated by physically blocking
clizens from walking across, They must fly or travel by the circuitous bi-
weekly Samjhauta Express. it brought home LA Rehman’s cornment at the
Calcutta convention, “the elite can visit by airplane but for the others the
road and rail links are blocked. The elite can telephone each other but the
poor cannot send to each other even a postcard.” Fven the survival of the
sole train linl is under threat.

At the infernational level, indian diplomacy has been reduced to isolating
Pakistan and branding it a ‘terrorist’ state, and at the bilateral level to
minimizing links, leaving only the language of guns fo blast each other,
severance of links will reinforce mutuat isolation and play into the hands of
antagonistic forces with vested interests in mystifying the India Pakistan
hostility as essentialist. Initiatives like the women’s Peace Bus diplomacy
and the Forum’s people to people dialogues are aimed at multiplying those
links, particularly crucial at a time when official links are atrophying and the
jingoists are clamoring for only a military riposte.

The mounting war hysteria reaffirmed the importance of the symbolic value
of the Forum's fifth joint Convention. Barely a year after the Kargil ‘war fike
sicwation’, the military takeover in Pakistan and a surge in the jingoism of a
swinnable’ imited war between two nuclear powers, Pakistani and Indian
citizens were a coming together at considerable risk, to pay the price of
peace. It was not despite, but because of Kargil and the beliicose readiness
by jehadists and officialdom to trivialise the cost of war and tatk of ‘final
solutions’ by military means.

in Bangalore, the local organisers had their hands full, trying io neutralise
the negative fall out from the emotionalism whipped up over the tragic
Chattisingpura massacre of Sikhs in Anantnag in Kashmir just weeks before.
Several potential patrons had pulled back financial support. 1t was not just
incidental that the venue for the Joint Convention was the United
Theosophical College. Then there was the irritant of a court case filed
against the convenor of the Karnataka chapter of the Indian Forum accusing
him (and by implication the Forum) of fostering anti national activities. The
case was thrown out. Was it a foretaste of Mindutva forces rearing their
heads and threatening the Foruny's meet? The result was unprecedented
security. Though it was unclear who was protecting whot - delegates/IS1
agents or local anti social fascist elements ?

Far the first time since the Joint Conventions were heid in New Delhi and
tahore, the venue was swarming with police and itelligence agents.
Delegates who in Calcutia, had had the free run of the city, now found
themselves in Bangalore hoxed in. 1t virtually defeated one of the objectives
of the people 1o peaple dialogue - letting people discover for themselves the

DPakistan-India People’s Convention




false myths and prejudices. Al the Calcutta Convention e Forum had
fransited from an activity in a seminar room 0 a movement as 500
Pakistanis and Indians am in arm marched down the streets calling for ‘no
o war and yes to peace’. by Bangalore, the joint Convention shrank back
into four walls. Earlier Conventions in both India and Pakistan had been
able to successfully resist the imposition of a security cover, Had the
environment turned more threatening?

But when have the Joint Conventions of the Forum not been haunted by war
hysteria as india and Pakistan hurtle from one crisis o another. Shrill
jingoism accompanied the first Delhi Convention in 1995 and mushroom
clouds hung over the fourth Peshawar Convention in 1 998, (Calcutta
Convention in 1996 alone breathed in the détente of the Gujral doctrine.)
Undeterred, the Forum has fostered an open people 1o neople diaiogue to
expand the base for an independent political debate on the intertwined four
plus one themes- Kashmir, Demilitarisation/ Denuciearisation, Religious
Intelerance, Governance and Globalisation and Regional Coaperation.
indeed the sense of déja v on the eve of the Joint Convention, soon
dissolves in the sheer energy and magic of the mela and the nrocess of
Indian and Pakistanis discovering each other and sharing their common
understanding of what the costs of confrontation have meant in terms of
denied welfare, militarisation and intolerance, Al least 60 % of the
delegaies are first ime members. With renewed fervour ey recommender
as did the delegates of earlier Conventions, relaxation of visas,
decentratisation, hasic rights for women, downsizing military expenditure,
signing CEBT and a democratic and peaceful settfement of the Kashmir
problem which involves the wishes of the people in alt areas of Jarmmu and
Kashmir,

However, planning big, entails such massive logistics and home senerated
financial mobilisation, that the event of the foint Conventions threatens 10
become an end in itself leaving the Foruni few resources or energies for the
necessary smailer year around activities which should ideally culminate in
a Conveniion. At the Bangalore Convention, for many of the founder
members of the Forum, it was time for some hard introspection. Was the
Forum only a jamboree? Were we little more than travel and tour operatars?
In fact after the historic Delhi and Lahare Conventions, these misgivings
have formed the sublext of the open debates, as the rhetoric of promises has
become longer and the substantive achievements of the sectoral groupns of
Forum, marginal. Moreover, while all members have to subscribe to the
principles of the Lahore (Citizens) Declaration of November 1993, the
seemingly motley group which the Joint Convention brings together,
seemed more active ‘ouside’ than “inside’ the Convention.

But wasnt that what the Forum was also all about? That is letsing people
interact in structured or unstructurad  ways, A group of 50 Pakistani

Pakistan-India People’s Convention
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detegates altogether missed the thematic discussions {the substantive core of
the meet) as they had gone for Friday Namaz to the distant main Juma
wasjicd. They returned confused and awed that in an Indian city, Muslims
casually and freely walked in from the streets to say their prayers af the
mosque. 1t was & lived experience of religicus freedom, demystifying the
propaganda about Indian Muslims being denied the right of worship. No
amount of discussion in a closed room could have as meaningful, especiatly
45 accompanying them were a few delegates from the Kashmir valley.
lronically, it was they who  affirmed that what they saw in Bangalore was
nol exceptional. The dichotomy of “inside” and “outside” when it came to
the Joint Convenlions was meaningless. Walking around the Calcutla
University Senate grounds, Pakistani delegates were surprised 1o find there
the bust of . 5. Suhrawardy (later to become Pakistan Prime Minister). The
programmed visit to the Muslim Institute in Caleutia incidentally revealed o
ihem that its patrons were not only Mustims but wealthy Hindus as well,

I Peshawar, | remember one Indian delegate who seemed more bent on
tourism and visiting the refigious sites - Punja Sahib and Nankana Sahilb. 1
was surprised to see him in Bangalore, enthusiastically conferring with
delegates from West Punjab about a joint meeting of the two Punjabs in East
Punjab.

whether it was shoppers or the tourists, in their own way they were
demystifying “the other”, pulling down the walls of prejudice. For us 200
Indians who a year and half ago had journeyed by road to Peshawar, the
experience opened up the multi fayered complex interconnectivity in our
two histories. Our hosts were people who had folfowed Badshah Khan (or
Frantier Gandhi as we described him}, His non violent secular politics were
a reminder that in the years before martial law and lslamisation, there had
heen the possibility of the existence of an alternative non violent secular
sradition in NWFP. Their fierce assertion of Pakhtunwal identity brought
home the pressing internal power sharing problems, put on hold because of
the Kashmir issue and its legitimisation of militarisation. Down the tourist
track by way of the ruins of Taxila and Harappa we connected with a
common pre-lslfamic, Gandhara Buddhist and Indus Valley civilizational
heritage.

This time too in Bangalore tourism took on a richly textured meaning when
a bus load of Pakistanis alighted at Srirangapatnam and the Darbar Hall of
Tipu Sultan and the temple of Sri Ranganathan within the old fort city.
Walking along murals of Tipu and Hyder Ali's war battle scenes and
browsing among the civilisational rappings of the regime, there was pride
in a common heritage and frustration over what could have been, The mix
of Sultanate and Hindu {southy architecture was a reminder of the possibility
of alternative models of co-existence characteristic of the Muslim dominions
in the south ard of Tipu as a symbol of historic pride on both sides of the
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border, defying communalisation. At a time when both countries are busy
CRAsing away a convnon hisiory, alived journey through these racts of tme
was an important political experience and statement,

Dozens of proposals about joint rewriting of history, of exchange of students
and summer residency programmes and peace education curricula, were
bruited about. On the new fifth theme of Globalisation and Regionat
Cooperation, joint strategies on mudtilateral negotiations such as WTO and
plant breeder rights were discussed. Against a backdrop of a 28% increase
in defence expenditure and the prospect of a nuclear arms race, appeals to
downsize expenditure and roll back nuclearisation was wrged. The
Bangalore declaration was an omnibus wish list which put peopie’s security
at the centre and not national security orthodoxy which impoverished
peoples, undermined democracy and in the end, even fram a conventional
securily point of view , made people more insecure. It was a tall list, from
liberatising visas 1o signing CTBT - affirmed by a citizen’s assembly. There
was Admiral Ramdas, a man who for 45 years had been in uniform, standing
up hefore Indians and Pakistanis and asserting “wars don’t solve problems,
they only create fresh ones”,

A hard and daring joint formulation was constructed  on Kashmir, urging
cessation of all violence by all forces  {directly and indivectly under the
contral of governments and militant groups) and to move towards the
facilitation of a process by which the peoples of Kashmir choose their
representatives for a dialogue, Would, the Forum accept if eventually they
democratically c¢hose to secede? Admiral Ramdas did not fiinch. “Tilak
when he fought for Swaraj did not fight for Swaraj for only us¢ Why should
we alone have the right?”

The Chattisingpura massacre, just weeks hefore, had grimly spotlighted tha
violence can only beget violence, that the democratic space has (o be
wrested back by civil society to defeat the forces which understand only
violence. in Bangalore, the Forum took the first tentative step to go beyond
rhetoric and get involved at the ground level on the Kashmir issue. There is
the symbolic import of the National Committee of the Forum {India)
deciding o meet in Srinagar in june- a gesture which seeks to break the
isolation of fledgling democratic forces in J&K. #t will be foflowed by a first
ever civil society meet in Srinagar which will lring l‘{);;el‘h(-‘r groups and
individuals in J&K and outside, with the aim of buiiding cross solidarities
and strengthening the capacity for democratic struggle in Hw state. At its
core is the understanding that democratic space in India can not he
safeguarded it democratic rights in J&K are suppressed. A parallel process is
envisaged in Pakistan in Muzzafarabad.

But heyond the substantive, it is the symbolic value of the Forum’s process
of bringing more and more Indian and Pakistani citizens together to jointly
voice a commitment to peace and demaocracy, It is too often forgoiten in

Pakistan-India People’s Convention
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the din of denunciation aboul the  ‘belrayal” of the Lahore Swmmil
Peciaration, that its promise of peaceful co-existence was legitimised by the
peoples desire for peace, It was nol just incidental that at Lahore, the
pakistan government deemed it necessary 1o have present at the receptions
for the visiting Indian Prime Minister, leading members of the Forum as a
recognition of the catalytic role being played by growing peace
constituencies on both sides. Fven at the height of the Kargil war, and the
surge of jingoism, the voices for peace refused to be silenced in the media
and in peace rallies in Quetta and Calcutta.

Has Kargil shrunlk the peace constituency?  That question is better
responded to by another question as I A Rehman put it. Have the probiems
of impoverishment  unemployment, intolerance and militarisation of our
polities, shrunk? For it is this personal experience of the cost of
confrontation which has led people 1o the desire for peace. The large
presence of younger Pakistani and Indian delegates at Bangalore gave a
poignant resonance to the determination of this second post independence
generation, fo reclaim the possibility of a future in which the two nuclear
armed countries could live in peace. They had grown up knowing nothing
other than the hate politics of the India Pakistan divide, and the certain
prospect of a blighted future. They came out of curiosity, a few out of
conviction, Mow many would still be there for the next Karacht Joint
Convention?

Can the Forum strike a fine balance between the twa ¢ And then again why
shouldn't it he enough that the Forum's Joint Conventions act as a catalytic
in fostering offshoots of coalitions, both connected and independent of the
Forum. b was in the Lahore Joint Convention that representatives of
Fishworkers Unions on both sides of the berder met and worked oud an
informal system of cooperation to assist and rescue fishermen caught on the
wrong side. A connection established in Peshawar Convention led to the
release of three minor chifdren locked up in a Pakistani jall. At the Calcutta
Book Fair, the West Bengal chapter of the Forum put up a stall and spun off
programmes of visiting Pakistani historians, feminists and cuitural activists,
The Forum has been involved in women’s coalition building for
subcontinental peace through initiatives Tike the ‘peace bus® and
participation in the ‘Women Waging Peace’ global network of Harvard
University. The mass Joint Conventions of the Forum are central to the
vision of fostering a honeycomb of cross border coalitions capable of
democratically transforming the India-Pakistan refationship,

The Fiith joint Convention of the Forum in Bangalore demonsirated how
impaortant it was o keep alive and widen a people to people frack of
engagement, and against all odds. The two governments” facilitation of the
process suggests that they 1oo recognise the value of the peace mela.

Pakistan-India People’s Conovention




Message From LA Rehiman

Ghalroerson, Paldstan Chapter

Pakistan-India Peoples® Forum for Peace and Bemocracy

Times have never been kind to anyone who has tried to persuade one's
community to think when it is considered unthinkable or 1o reconsider
concepts that are helieved to be non-negotiable only on the grounds of their
age. Those who launched the Pakistan-India Peoples” Forum for Peace and
Democracy six years ago were not unaware of the enormous challenges
facing them. But it was perhaps impossible to anficipate the situation that we
are today confronted with. The climate for defenders of peace and
democracy in hoth Pakistan and India has considerably worsened since we
met at our last joint convention in Peshawar,

The Kargil episode has extracted a ferrible cost from the people of Pakistan.
Religious militants have not only gained strenggh, they have also received a
kind of sanction that was not publicly conceded earlier. The state has fallen
hack on a posture towards the Kashmir problem that has never promised a
satisfactory settlement. And the country's journey fowards & functional
democracy has again been disrupted. All this not only threatens both peace
and democracy, it also reduces the civil society’s ability fo influence the
course of events,

L witl not be fair on my part to say much about the trends in India but even
from a distance it does appear that this imperfect state too has become -
stronger, and its capacity to impose its will on the people and o co-opt |
liberal elements has increased. This also does net auger well for our shared
cause,

However, our hopes are sustained by two factors, First, the world can see
that many new adherents have been gained by our forum in both countries, -
and our demand for peaceful resolution of all matiers hetween our two :
countries has been endorsed hy several other forums. Secondly, we are
convinced that the present difficulties will soon disappear because the
objective factors that have been determining the people’s commitment to E
peace, tolerance and good self governance are as strong as ever. The -
common person in India and Pakistan only wishes to realise himself or
herself and will be prepared to fight for this with increased vigour.

There is thus only one option before us- to reiterate our commitment to the -
ideat we have chosen and to redouble our efforts to make our work more
methodical, more relevant to the age, and more meaningfub.

LA Rebman

Pakistan-India People’s Conveniion
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Message from Admiral L Ramdas

Chalrperson, india Chapler

Palistan-India Peoples’ Forum for Peace and Demoeracy

priends, It gives me greal pleasure to welcome ait of you o this beautiful
garden city of Bangalore. Our very special greetings are reserved for alt our
valued guests and comrades in arms, from Pakistan who are here. We are
indeed happy fo usher in the new mitlennium with the Fifth Joint
Convention of the Pakistan-India Peoples’ Forum {or Peace and Democracy.
The century just gone by could perhaps be fermed as one of the bloodiest
centuries in history, More than forty million people have died due to nearly
275 wars or conflicts all over the world, South Asia has also contributed its
own share towards these tragic and avoidable corflicts,

Ever since the conclusion of the Peshawar Convention in November 1998,
civil sacieties in both India and Pakistan have struggled against heavy odds
i focus and work for peace and democracy in our respective countries. The
‘Lahore Declaration' of February 1999, was unanimously welcomed and
one had placed high hopes on this accord. Regretiably this optimism was
shors fived. The mini-war in Kargil, followed by the military take over in
pakistan which snufled outr democracy there, the hijacking of the indian
Airlines aircraft, the erhanced viclence in Jammu and  Kashmir,
accompanied more recently with sabre rattling by both Pakistan and india,
have all been very depressing indead. Indo-Pakistan relations have hit a real
low in many years. This situation when viewed in the context of nuclear
weapons capability of both the countries, is truly awesome.

Given this kind of scenario, any peace and reconciliatdon group would have
heen tempied to throw its hands up, but we in the Forum are determined
more than ever 1o come to grips with these realities, as the need for the same
is even greater i these given clroumstainces. 1 would therefore like 1o
congratulate each one of you for the courage you have demonstrated by
being present at this Convention. Qur objectives will continue to guide us
in our wark, namely to promote peace through dialogue rather than
destruction]

No doubt these challenges will continae o haunt us, but { have immense
faith in the collective wisdom, and creativity of this wonderful group of
people, who will hopefully come up during cur forthcoming deliberations,
with novel and workable models to addrass the many issues that confront
us,

Finally { would also take this opportunity to thank and congratulate all my
colleagues in the National Committes, and the Karantaka Chapter of the
Forum for its sterling efforts in organising this event. The Forum would also
fike to place on record the magnificent and generous support received from
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all our well wishers, Our very special appreciation and thanks alsa go to the
Government of Karnataka for all its support,

We have tried 1o make everyone comfortable, but do forgive us if there have
been any shortcomings.

Here is wishing evervone a very useful and productive few days during the
Convention...,

In solidarity and peace.

Admiral L Ramdas
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FORBEWORD

Problems and Prospects

By Admiral E. Ramdas (Reid.)
Chairperson, Indian Chapier

Let me al the very outset welcome all our friends from Pakistan, who have
demonstrated extraordinary courage by making this trip to Bangalore,
despite the prevailing unfavourable conditions, 1o attend the Fitth Joint
convention of the Forum, We are indeed happy that you are here, and | frust
that all of you are reasonably well housed and comfortable. Please do
forgive us for shortcomings it any. We will try to put that right if you could
kindly let our colieagues from the Bangalore chapter know about them.
meanwhile, 1 would also fike to place on record our grateful thanks and
appreciation to the Honourable Chief Minister of Karnataka, Shri S.M.
[Krishna, and his government for extending their support to this Convention,
we did have a few hiccups not very long ago, but the sagacity and courage
of our Chief Minister has helped us overcome them.

pProblems

The past twenty eight months since we met in Peshawar, have been eventiul
to say the least. We went threugh a "High" scon after our Convention when
the leadership in both our countries signed the "Lahore Declaraiion” in
Felsruary, 1999, indeed you will recall we as the Forum had welcomed this
development. Unfortunately, the euphoria was short lived as both our
countries moved from this straight into the Kargll warfconflict in April 1994,
The after effect of this disastrous "Low" is continuing to Bnpact on our
hilateral relations, From a hot war it has now degenerated into a cold war
with lots of violence and flaying of innocent civilians. The receni staying of
35 Sikhs in Anantnag District of Jammu and Kashrair, was one of the most
heinous and despicable acts of violence, Violence of all kinds must be
condemned, and we as the peoptes of our two great countries must continue
to strive more than ever before to bring an end 1o this form of madness.

Kargil has cantinued o dominate the mind set of peoples and governments
in both our countries. We saw the fall of both the governments in 1999, In
India, by the government losing by a solitary vote resulting in fresh
elections, and in Pakistan by a military takeover - which is not an unfamiliar
route for a change of government in Pakistan, It was indeed a strange
coincidence, for iust as Mr Vajpayee was being sworm in in New Delhi,
General Perver Musharraf was taking over in Islamabad - both on Octeber
12, 1999, There has been a ot of the usual rhetoric, and war mongering
from both sides ever since, Further aggravating the situation came the
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nijacking of the Indian Airliney aireraft, which alse did not help matters,

The heightened acts of militancy and terrorism, cross border exchange o
artillery fire, killings and slayings, generally excerpted violence all arcund.
b owaich the television channels of hoth ow countries every day, The
aropaganda s so good that | often feel that they have been authored by the
same muitinational handling publicity for both counties, who just substitute
the words Pakistan and India in each other's soripts! What do you think, may
I ask, is this kind of media blitz doing to the minds of our peoples especially
the young ones - except to whin up anti India / anti Pakistani feelings'? The
oropaganda hype has become very bad in recent months, which has made
it even more imperative that we inform our feadership that they must stoy
all forms of violence immediately and also cease lending support of any
kind 1o all acts of violence no matter how justified the catse may appear tc
be. Only with the termination of viclence can we hope o get any form of
dialogue going. In my view, dialogue for dialogue’s sake is a non starter
under the existing, situation when the Pakistani leadership insists on
supporting Jehad in Kashmir, We have 10 re-examine this very importan
fssue carefully and come up with innovative and workable solutions, | de
hope we will devore more time and effort in this direciion during ow
deliberations here in Bangalore, Some of you may feel that  have siiried up
a hornets” nest, bui we do need to have a fresh look at this important issue

The racent visit of My, Clinton’s 1o the sub contineni has enly made things
a little more complex. So long as we are clear in the Forum that we as
neighbours have to live in peace then alone will such actions and initiative
enterge that will automatically fall into place. We have come together
defend both peace and democracy. Democracy has received a very sarious
sethack in Pakistan by the recent military takeover, The Forum should no
rast uniess this is correcied and peoples chosen representatives get a chance
to govern and guide their desiinies in Pakistan, A military leadership, whic
has scant respect for a democratically elected government can hardly be t
champion and crusader for self determination in Kashmir or elsewher
Needless to say we appreciate the strong stand taken by many grouaps ir
Pakistan who have called for an early return to civilian rule. The recen
statement in this regard by Mr. Khattak of the Pakistani Human Rights
Commission needs to be applauded.

Prospects

We certainly have many challenges ahead of us. How can we as the Farum
do something concrete to help resolve some of these issues. Many people
ask me what has your Forum achieved, has it made any impact on the
governments, has it made it any easier for people to travel across 1
horders, what are you people doing for resotving the Kashmir question and
s0 on. The questions as you can imagine are endless. What is becoming
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Cnercasingly clear is that we need 1o ook at some of these things o
: ‘-}gﬁ;p(;‘,(jl'iV{?, and perhaps in a slightly different fight, We necd 1o see how

the Forum can act as a catalyst 1o make our peoples” movernent for peace
~and democracy mare broad based and youth oddented. | feel we need to
Cipvest in the younger generation in order o create and sustain the vight kind
- of attitudes on both sides of the border, because the issues that confront us
e not going to disappear for sometime to come. Moreover we have
s ppened up new wounds which are going to ta

(e some time o heal,

Cyhis brings me to the urgent need to create a culture of peace, and peace
: education in hoth our countries. This is vital to correct the misinformation
;;m'u—zmi(:‘d in the minds of our youths by the devastating effects of both print
Cand electronic media. Teesta's KHOJ programme and Anita Rainam’s
ipitiative in getting children fo visit each other in India and Pakistan are
Cgerling examples of the form of investment | am tatking about. We need
Cmany more such inigiatives,

“we also need to look at the security implications for both countries more
“seriously. 1 propose that we consider sefting up a Joint Security Advisory

Group comprising of say three fo four members from both chapters of our
Forum. This group could fake stock of variows issues and come up with
workable recommendations and suggestions in respect of demilitarisation
andl, de-nuclearisation and confidence building measures.

t1n the areas of trade and development, literally the sky is the limit. Can we

pat bring greater pressure 1o bear on our governments o startup on these
issues immediately? The continued insistence of Kashmir first or nothing else
is unrealistic. For example just imagine if this kind ol logic had prevailed, we
as people should have also waited indefinitely to form the Forum. | do
believe that we need to gat going in areas where there is no real problem in
working together immediately. Surely trade, and travel can begin soon. The
greater the number of links which bind us, the more will hey strengthen
peace and stability in the region. Vested business inferests, especially as
economic cooperation grows, will make certain that peace is not disturbed.

Tor no body wants war to come in the way of making money. The future of

our countries and our peoples depends more on cur economic and social

revival rather than on Bombs and Bombast. Come let us as the members of

the Forum from hoth eur countries, link hands and march ahead, and show
the way to our peoples for a peaceful and prosperous South Asia.
b would like 1o end by quoting from the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad Ch 2
o3
Verse 34, '
"Astomna sat gamaya

Famogoma jvotir Gamaya

Mfityoma Amritam gamaya

O Shant, Shasti, Shaog"
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THE CRISIS OF GOVERMANCE - INDEA AND PARISTAN
By

B, Marsing Rao, Hyderabad

Cndia and Pakistan are passing through & critical phase in the entire area of
- governance. In Pakisian, the subversion of the constitutional order usherad
< in by the military takeover for the fourth time in its history has once again
! p;-ovod the fragility of democratic structures and the decisive role that the
oy plays in the polity. lrespective of who was responsible for the conflict
15 in Kargil, the political system lies in tatters. The very fact that this conflict
followed the Lahore Declaration of the two Prime Ministers, raise serious
- questions about the location of decision making powers in the polity.
©That the army had a final say is beyond doubt. The dissensions in the
~ pakistani political system and governmental structures burst into the open.
S This intumn has helped in characterization of Pakistan polity as an unstable
s entity that cannot be trusted by a self-righteous ruding elite in India.

india went in for nuclear explasions in 1998 and it was immediately

Ciolowed by Pakistan. Thus commenced the nuclear race in the sub-
Ccontinent, Both cite security concerns as the main motivation for

nuclearization. Apart from the enormous costs involved, and the oppressive
Cphurden that it imposes on the people of the two countries, it could not
Cprevent the conflict from erupting so soon after the explosions and the

Lahore Declaration. Lessons of history have not been learnt by the ruling
classes of the two countries. “Nuclear deterrence” as a theory is out moded.
sion of nuclear weapons has not prevented hundreds of warg in
different parts of the world. That a superpower like the USA could not use
auclear weapons in Vietnam is a most glaring example of futility and
unsuitability of nuclear weapons, which do not deter anyone from

Ctaunching aperession, intervening in other countries, or preventing people
o FO 1 2‘! ’ §‘s

from fighting for their fegitimate national rights. Fifty years afier the Second

- World War, the immorality and untenabiiity of nuciear weapons has been
proved beyond doubt. Yet, our ruling elites continue to preach and practice
Cthe nuelear mantra, which can only lead 1o nuclear destruction. A whole set
s of ideas are propagated 1o justify and rationalize their actions.

A policy of confrontation is set in motion. “National Security” as a prime
concern is invoked to adopt a tough posture towards the other and mass
hysteria is sought 1o be generated, as in the case of India in the recent Kargil
conflict, and calls for fehad in Pakistan, That the intrusions in Kargil
happened over a period of time and the inability of the Indian government
to detect and act on time is a scathing comment on the monumental failure

Cof governance. A massive media buildup shows the “other” losing on the

battlefield generating a iingoistic and chauvinistic fervour that is portrayed
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as nationalism and patriotism. Be # “throwing out the enemy” or
“liberation”, or “jehad”, the process deliberately creates and keeps alive a
sense of insecurity and paranoia. The visual media has exacerbaied such
visions, images and heliefs. The Bogey of a threat from across the hosder is
kept alive all the time 1o stress the need 1o transform the ndian state from
its so-calied “soft” nature into a “hard” state. This involves strengthening and
reinfarcing the repressive machinery, centralization of power, intoferance of
dissent and enactment of laws, which infringe the rights of the citizen
guaranfeed by the citizen.

In thdia, a dangerous process has been deliberately set in mation by the
ruting party to redefine history, cuiture and art. Over the fast two y(’ar‘:
wrilers, artists, historians and the world of cinema have been subjected t
altacks from 0|g’,(m|mi:<ms like the RSS, VHP and Bajrang Dal, who I ()foss
o be true defenders of Mindu culture. And now, the covernment itself is
openly defending their actions. Religious minorities are constantly ander
threat what with 1h(»n institutions demolished, priests humnt alive, and new
laws as in Uttar Pradesh, that blatantly ¢ ,i(-eny the rights of minorities
guaranteed in the Constitution. Be it Deepa Mehta, M, F. Hussain, Asghar
Ali Engineer, or historians like Sumeet Sarkar and K. N, Panikkar, the issue
involved is one and the same - freedom of expression and the right to
dissent. The battle of ideas is on in India.

The ban on the shooting of the film, “Water”, has serious implications for
the status of women in ind;._m sociely, For centuries, widows have heen
treated as virtual outcasts in Indian society. Woman ceases 1o be a person
once she foses her hushand, and she is at the mercy of those around in the
famity, or become a vagrant. Often she is an object of ridicule. Widows who
feave their inhospitable homes and seitle down in temple towns like
Brindavan and Varanasi for sake of survival on charity, become objects of
such sheer exploitation. And this is precisely what the #im seerms to portray.
Depicting this stark reality is unpalatable to the Sangh Parivar and its alljes.
Its too well-known that these women are at the mercy of Pandas and their
agenfs who are rapacious and greedy, making money at their expense. Any
attempt by wamen to question their status in society is infolerable for the
protagonists of Hindutva, Over the decades, films in indian languages were
made in which, widows and women in particular, are shown as socially
ostracised. But, here at this point of time in our nation’s e, such issues are
being deliberately objected to, as part of the cultural Fascism which is on
the agenda of the Parivar. The other side of the comn is Musiim orthodoxy
and fundamentalism. Shabana Azmi’s shaving her head and acting in the
film has heen severely condemmed by the Al India Muslim Mahayz and other
similar groups as un-lslamic. Such elements are respansible for forcing the
Rajiv. Gandhi government (o reverse the Shahbanu fudgement of the
supreme Court, which sought 1o provide protection 1o divorced Muslim
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women. in Pakistan also, women ate victims of the worst kind of viclence,
Murders in the name af honour are conymon,

The RSS and its allies are laying down codes of conduct and hehaviouwr in
every walk of life. In Uttar Pradesh, a campaign has been launched io
regulate the dress of girls in schoots and colleges. Compulsion and force are
gsed to make them obey their diktats. In this ferocious campaign, the State
government connives actively and even issues orders.

An obnoxious piece of fegislation was recently passed by the UP Assernbly.
g is called the “UP Public Buildings, Places of Worship Regulation Bill”,
which requires permission from the District Magistrate to build a place of
worship, or to use a place for the purpose of worship. It empowers the
Magistrate to stop construction of a structure for worship and prevent the
use of any building for the same purpose. This law s a direct attack on the
Freedom of Religion enshrined in the Constitution. Muslims in UP see this
46 an infringement of their religious rights and an atmosphere of fear is
prevalent among them.

Minority communities in india find themselves most insecure now than at
any time in recent history. Murder of the Christian Missionary, Staines in
Orissa, burning down of chuiches in Gujarat, and re-conversion of tribals in
hoth these States are glaring instances of the on-going process of Fascism
ieading to fensions and a disturbed society. Bal Thackeray, the Shiv Sena
supremo declares that, * only Hindus have a right io determine India’s
destiny, Muslims do not have this right”, as reported by Samna, the Shiv
Sena mouthpiece.

Rewriting history  is one of the passions of all Fascist nuling classes. The
present regime is engaged in erasing all secular, liberal and democratic
values inherited from the freedom struggle. Research bodias like the 1ICHR,
[CSSR, and NCERT are being packed with R5S men who are teast qualified
10 do or supervise any scientific research. Books by respected scholars like
Sumeet Sarkar and K. N, Panikkar are withdrawn at the behest of the RSS,
Facts are twisted out of context. The entire national movement, s
achievements and the values it represented are sought to be erased from
hisiory hooks and a new “nationalism” of the RSS ideology is being
incorporated. Rejection of the nature of Indian society as plaralistic is a major
premise on which the ideology constructs ideas of hegemony of Hindutva.
I the realm of constitutional and legal structures of the Indian state, a
decigive break s being attempted. Whatever the Constitution Review
Committee may recommend, the divection being given by the RSS 4
unambigucus as expressed by it new leader, that the Constitution be
scrapped and a new one in its place be drafted by a new Constituent
Assembly. Here then, is the real intent of destroying the Constitution’s
ideology of a liberal, secular democracy and replacing it with a monelithic,
hegemonic and authoritarian system,
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Underthe pretext of controlling terrorism, new laws 1o replace the notorious
FADA are being enacted by various states, Prevention of Terrorism Act in
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu provides for designated courts which
would presume that the accused has commitied the offense whereas the
Criminal Procedure Court lays down that a person is o be considered
innocent until proved guilty. Such a provision leaves no room for ihe
accused 1o defend himself, a denial of fundamental rights. In the name of
fighting terrorism, ordinary citizens are made victims of state terror,
suspending the rule of faw. Hardly any criminals, gangsiers of the
underwortd, and terrorists are ever punished: they go scot-free what with the
nexus between them and politicians and bureaucrats, In farge parts of UP
and Bihar, there is no rule of law. Crime and gangsterism are part of the life
of the country today. All this points 1o a decay of the democratic order and
a monumental failure of governance.
With the unrelenting pursuit of the policy of privatisation within the
framework of globalization, hundreds of industries, particuiarty in the
mediume and small-industries sector, aroe being closed down, resulting in
large-scale unemployment. Fven profit-malking public-sector industries are
being privatised and thrown open o foreign-investment and share
hoiding. Large parts of the country suffer from an acute shortage of
water and power, making agricullure an unsustainable occupation and
making millions of small farmers and agricuftusal labourers bereft of
any work for their livelihood. “Do away with subsidies” is the Cry
of the ruling elites. People helow the paverty line would be the
worst sufferers,

A recent example of the total failure of governance is the massive

destruction of Hie and property caused by floods in Orissa. Thousands died

and their homes were destroyed, However, the state government was
unable to meet the situation and stood paratysed whereas the Central
government simply refused o declare it a national calamity as the state
government happened to belong to another political party. Time and again,
it has been proved that the Indian state is unprepared fo minimise the
consequences of natural disasters and mitigale the sufferings of the peopte,

A sad commentary on governance, whereas the repressive machinery goes

info action against people fighting for legitimate demands such as the

protection of natural resources, environment, ete.

T. Under the circumstances, enfightened pubiic opinion in the two
countries has to work for greater democratization involving the Largest
number of people in the processes and levels of decision making.

Enlargement of the scope of democracy and not abridgement is of prime

importance for hoth the countries,

2. Both the governments shouid create conditions for greaier movemeni of
people and exchange of ideas across the horders.
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3. Both governments should undertake not to foment the forces of hatred
and animosity.

4. Both governments should refrain from encouraging directly or
indirectly, groups and forces that try to subvert the society and polity of
the other country.

Governance requires constant re-examination. The two countries are not
just geographically contiguous, they share a larger civilizational heritage
which cannot be wished away. Compulsions of history and geography
emphatically point out the urgent need to live as peaceful neighbours,
establish mutually beneficial relationships, and work towards a just society
in the sub-continent.
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REPORT OF THE GROUP ON GOVERNANCE

Chairpesson : Mr, Narsing Rao
Rapporteurs ¢ bgbal Halder Butt (Pakistan)
] Biswas (India)

It was agreed at the cutset by the Group that governance was 100 broad a
theme to be discussed in depth in an hom and the Group would therefore
address only a few specific areas.
The discussion revolved around the question of domestic grievances and the
failure to solve them both in Pakistan and India. Good governance should
ensure parficipatory democracy for the people and the grievances should
create opportunities for the public 1o participate in the decision - making
process.  The constitution in India assures cerlain democratic norms of
Governance, but in reality, popular participation in governance is limited to
casting votes in periodic elections. The objective of serving the people has
been subordinated (o a process of achieving self-seeking goals.
In Pakistan democracy is non-existent. Military rulers believe in establishing
a conirolled democracy which is obviously a contradiction in terms. Civil
society which is now Deing held ab ransom must assert iself,
Manipulative methods, false rhetoric and corrupt executive practices have
afienated the people to such an extent that they give little credence even
the possibifity of democratic functioning, The total lack of transparency and
accountability has led to concentration of power in corrupt hands.

The yawning gap between reality and constitutional guarantees is one of the
reasons behind the rise of fascist forces which intend 1o destroy the very
nature of indian polity.

In Pakistan similar anti democratic forces repress the people. This has made
for a near total breakdown in the rule of law in both the countries. Certain
groups - religious and other wise - are making a mockery of governance hy
projecting  themiselves as extra - legal controllers of social and political
norms.

fn the absence of popular participation in governance, the governments are
failing to provide basic amenities to the people, to ensure safety for
minorities, o curb open religious intolerance, to prevent crimes against
women, o pui an end (o exploitation of child labour, 1o protect commaon
people from being displaced from traditional habitats in the name of
development and to put an end to the politician - criminal nexus,
Constitutionally guaranteed rights are being violated everyday in various
wallss of life, in the field of culiure, attempts to control freedom of
expression is cancelling ouwl constitutional safeguards. In education,
increasing politicization is leading fo a breakdown in governance as well as
educational standards. In Pakistan the edocation system has been utterly

Pakistan-India People’s Convention




subverted 1o serve the interests of the rulers,

The Group felt that decentralization iy one way of ensuring participatary
goals. A proper division of power between the Cenfre and the Siates,
between the states and local bodies may create a system which could help
people to participate in policy decisions as well as its actual functioning.
However, local self-governance has certain built-in problems such as the
creation of petiy yet tremendously repressive tyranny and corruption. in
Pakistan where there is decentralization, it is without the necessary checks,
As a result such efforts may be manipulated to devise a system of control
which would hring in more repression instead of empowering the people,
In certain parts of Pakistan, it could help perpetuate the power of local
feudal landlords. Stili, the group feli, local self government and
decentralization of power could give a powerful impetus to establish or
strengthen democratic goals.

The discussion ended with an assertion that in both countries, governments
should be commitied (o national goals and work for transparency,
respoensibility and accountability in govermnance.

Resolutions

1. Work towards establishing truly participatory democracy,

2. Call far effective de-centralization with adequate safeguards,

3. Work towards devising watch-dog bodies from among the people.

4. Demand the right of information, especially in Pakistan

5. Pemand protection for minorities

6. Demand protection for women

7. Fight againgt ali attempts to subvert cuitural freedom

8. Pui a stop to paliticisation of education while protecting the right of the
student and teachers to organise themselves.

9. Call upon both states to fulfill their obligations under their respeciive
constitutions, as well as the - intemational conventions and covenants,
relfating to the rights of citizens to which the states are signatories, They
must guarantee to all ditizens their basic human rights, especially as per
(@) Universal Declaration of Human Rights
) UN. Covenants on Economic, Social, Cultural and Political Rights

() LN, Convention on Flimination of all form of Discrimination

Against Women (CEDAW)

() The ILO Conventions,
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Group on Governanee:

s

Q.

Mi. Marsing Rao (ndia)

fabal Haider Butt (Pakistan)
sadil Biswas (India)

Azeez Durrani {(Pakistan)
Ms.Musurat Gillani (Palistan)
Mr. Pandya (india)

Ms. Tara (India)

Ms. Debjani Dutta (Incia)
Mr. Moses (India)

10, Mr. Setalvad (India)
11

- Ms Alia Cassim
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Bullding Peace In Kashimir.

(Frraft for discussion by members of Pakistan-India Peoples’
Forum for Peace and Deinoeracy)

By Tapan K. Bose

Prologue:

in August 1947, the British feft, after partitioning the Indian subcontinent
into two independent nation states, India and Pakistan on religious-
communal lines. There were 562 “princely states” in British indian Fmpire.
Maharafas, Rajas and Nawabs ruled over these territories under the
suzerainty of the British Crown. On the lapse of British paramountcy, these
rulers were “legally” free to decide whether to join either of the two new
states or remain independent. This legal choice of independence was
essentially a hypothetical one. The religious composition of the subjects and
the geographical tocation of these princely states dictated their merger with
the newly emerged successor nation states of India and Pakistan. No
princely state could become independent,

Maharaja Hari Singh, the Findu ruler of the mountain kingdom of jammu
and Kashmir, however was anxious for independence. The princely state of
Jammu o and Kashmir embracing over 128,000 square kilometres was
auniguely placed as a buffer territory between India and Pakistan and had
common borders with Afghanistan and China, Neither Pakistan nor India
was ready to accept an independent Jammu and Kashmir, They kept on
pressing the Maharaja to accede o either of the new states. Pakistan claimed
this territory, as 72 percent of the Maharaja’s subjects were Muslim, India
warted the Muslim majority territory of Kashmir as an emblem of her
secularism. Sheikiy Mohammed Abduliah, the most popular leader of
Kashmir's antimonarchy movement of the thirdes and the forties, had
encouraged the Indian leaders to believe that Kashmin Muslims wanted fo
merge with a secular India. Howaver, the Maharaja had put the Sheikh and
other leaders of the Kashmir democracy movement behind the bars. He
offered a “stand-still” agreement to India and Pakistan, as he wanted some
more time fo make up his mind, Pakistan signed the agreement but India
refused,

As the Maharaja continued to dither, violence broke out in the Jammu and
Punch regions where sections of the local Muslin population wanted to
merge with Pakistan. There was a similar revalt in the northern hill territory
of Gilgit. In violation of the “stand-still” agreement, Pakistan stopped the
passage of food and other essential commodities 1o Jammu and Kashmir
through her territory. in September 1947, tribal raiders backed by Pakistan
army invaded the valley The Maharaja requested India to send in its armed
forces. India made it contingent upon his signing the instrument of
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accession in favour of ndia, The ruler ‘«E}_‘,ﬂ(‘ ¢ the instrument of accession,
ancH indin accapted it with the proviso that after the rastoration of nonmalcy,
the final polivical status of the territory would Le decided through a
referendum. indian soldiors were aidifted to Srinagar on October 27, 1947,
India and Pakistan began their first war in less than three months of coming
into being as independent statos,

In January 1948, India appealed 0 the Security Council of the United
Nations to restore peace iy Kashmir, On January 20, 1948, the UN
Commission on India and Pakistan (UNCIP) was constituted. (UNSC
Resofulion 5/654) [0 April 1948, the UN adopted the first Plebiscite
Resolution. The resolution called upon Pakistan "to withdraw ali its armed
personnel including the lnl.J{-!s,mnn from the terrifory of Jammu and
Kashmir'". i asked India "to reduce its armed forces to the minimum level
needed 1o maintain law and erder” and to hold a plebiscite as soon as
nossible on the question of accession of Jammu and Kashmir o India or
Pakistan. The plebiscite administrator was to be nominated by the UN
Secretary General, (UNSC Resolution §/726, April 21, 19480 A UN crafted
cease-fire was implemented on January 1, 1949, The plebiscite resolution
was reaffirmed.

Between 1949 and 1958 UNCIP made several attempis 1o implement the
plebiscite reschution. Fven partition of the tervitory along the cease-fire line
with limited plebiscite in the valley was proposed at one stape. The
intransigence of india and Pakistan defeated every effort of the UN,

India and Paldstan created two separate political entities on the disputed
ferritory - “Government of Jammu and Kashmir State” {ndia) and
“Government of Azad K&%h:m (Pakistan) under the stewardship of their
yes-men. The emergence of these political entities altered the ground
sitation as these new “stake holders” started maniputaiing the people of the
divided territory on the command of their masters in Delhi and Karachi, The
Kashmiris, who disagreed with New Delli or Karachi, were soon put behind
the bars. By 1958, within ten years of having laken the Kashmir dispute to
the United Nations, and having asked for international intervention in the
resolution of the dispute, India changed its position on outside mediation in
Kashmir. As a result, during 1960 and 1964 India turned down the offers of
madiation by President Nasser of Faypl, President Kennedy of the United
States of America and the Prime Minister of United Kingdom,

The second Indo-Pakistan war on Kashimir ook place in 1965, The third
indo-Pakistan war of 1971, which began on the soil of former East Pakistan
and present Bangladesh, spilled over onto the territary of Kashmir, For the
fast filty-two years, India and Pakistan have been virtually at war with each
other. At times this war has been fought with guns, bul most of the time i
has been a verbal duel. The so-called “Kashmir dispute” les at the very core
of this enmity. Both India and Pakistan feel incomplete withoual Kashmir,
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Because of this enmity the people of the former princely state of Jammu and
Kashmir have been living under virtual war conditions. The cease-fire {ine
of 1949, which became the Line of Contral (LoO) after the third lndo-
Palkistan war ol 1971 confinues fo be violated by hoth sides. These
infermitient armed conflicts have laken a heavy toll on the Hives of Kashimiris
ovet the last five decades,

in 1989 sections of Kashmiris began a militant movement for national self-
determination, [n retaliation, indian government let loose a rei gn of tersor in
Kashmir valley. Pakistan aided and abetied this armed struggle and fried 1o
use it fo further its own agenda in Kashmir, While India calls the movement
in Kashmir “Pakistan’s proxy war,” Pakistan says that it is merely providing
moral support (o the Kashmiris in their struggle for a just cause,

Since 1948, India and Pakistan have held several rounds of "official
dialogues” to resolve the Kashmir dispute and other “outstanding” conflicts.
However, these were dialogues between the deaf, where both sides merely
asserfed and reasserted  thelr respective positions. As a result of this
stalemate, the two governments have often resorted to military means for
resolving disputes,

The first meeting of Indian and Pakistani Defence Secretaries on the dispute
over Siachen glacier began in January 1986, The talks continued for three
years, culminating in the meeting of the Prime Ministers of India and
Pakistan in Islamabad in July 1989 where the “broad parameters of Siachen
agreement” were worked out. However, when the mifitary commanders of
both countries met in New Delhi in August 1989 “ to determine the position
of their respective forces in Siachen,” the talks failed. Despite the agreement
an “broad parameters” by the Prime Ministers, Siachen dispute remains
unvesolved Till date. Similarly, the talks on the Wuiler {ake Barrage, which
Bogan i 1987, afier eight unsuccessful rounds ended in a stalemate in
1992, After a break of nearly two years, during which India and Pakistan
indulged in the most violent form of verbal sabre rattling, the officiai
dialogue was resumed in 1994, The Lahore Declaration of February 1999,
was the culmination of this process. it seemed that the Prime Ministers of
India and Pakistan, had agreed to shun mifitary means and resolve all the
disputes through negotiations. The Lahore Declaration lent vigour to the
voices for peace on both sides of the border. The people of India and
Pakistan began to hope for meaningful cooperation and peace. This opening
areated by the tahore Declaration once again was closed by the latest war
in Kargil,

The Indian Position on Kachmir:

i The state of jammu and Kashmir is now, and has been since i
accession to India on 26 October 1947, an integral part of the indian
Uinion, Nothing agreed 1o by India in the UN Security Council of 13
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August 1948 and fanuary 5, 1949, or in any subseguent instrument,
afters this statns or in any way modifies indian sovereigniy over the
state.

2. The only component of the Kashmir issue legally adimissible in the talics
hetween India and Pakistan on the future status of the state perfaing fo
Pakistar vacating the territories tHegally occupied by it The future status
of the siate i ()lh(-’,lWEhe an exclusively t.inmesil(, matter to be resolved,
within the four corners of the Indian Constitution.

3. Talks between India and Pakistan in regard to the future status of the
state should be held within a strictly bifateral framework and in
conformity with the Shimla Agreement of July 1972,

The Paldstani Position on Kashmir:

1. The state of Jammu and Kashmir is now, and has been since the end of
British rule over undivided India, a disputed territory. The state's
accession 1o india in Ociober 1947 was provisional, This understanding
is formally acknowledged in the UN Security Council resolutions of
August 13, 1948 and January 5, 1949 to which both Pakistan and India
agreed and which remains fully in force today, and cannot be
unifaterally discarded by either party.

2. Talks between India and Pakistan over the future status of the state
should be focused upon securing the right of self-determination for the

Kashmiri peaple through the conduct of a free, fair and il']f'(-‘i'lml‘i()ﬂ&-ﬂ|y
supervised plebiscite, as agreed to in the aforementioned UN Security
Council resolutions,

3. The plebiscite should offer the peopie of fammu and Kashmir the cholce
of parmanent accession of the entire state to either Pakistan or India.

4. Talks between india and Pakistan in regard to the future of the status of
the state should be held in conformity both with the Shimla Agreement
of fuly 1972 and the aforementioned UN Security Councit resolutions.
An international mediation in these talks should not be ruled out.

The Current Situation: Kargil war, Indians, Pakistanis and
Kashmiris

The war in Kargil is apparently over. The‘ soldiers and other warring parties
have pulied back. Indian and Pakistani citizens have heaved a sigh of relief,
Yai, peace remains a distant objective. According to the latest £reports, guns
have already started hooming across the Line of ((Jn ol (LoC) in Ktl))Wdld
and Jammu. Several fives have heen lost after the cease-fire of Kargil, The
sordid saga of sibling rivalry continues.

According 1o newspaper reports, the Indian army has |)u||(*d out 52
battalions ﬁom counter msurgency operations in Kath: in wh:(h it has
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been engaged Tor the past 10 years. 1 seems that the indian army has
decided 1o disassociate iself from the day o day counterinsurgency
operations in the valley and other areas of Jamimu. However, the Direcior
General of Police of Jammu and Kashmiv has said that he anticipated an
increase i the activities of the militants after the Kargil cease-fire. He has
asked for more paramilitary forces 1o deal with the sitsation. (Between july
16 and 27 aboui 64 persons, including women, children and migrant
workers from outside Kashmir were killed by suspected ferrorists in
Jammiu region of Kashmir.)

while the cease-fire of Kargi! hrought a temporary respite to the citizens of
Inchiz and Pakistan, for the people of Kashmir it meant a mere shift in the
venue of war. The supporters of the Mujahideens in Pakistan threatened to
turns their guns against Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif because of his remark
that India and Pakistan should try to move away from their hard-ine
positions on Kashmir in order to resolve the Kashmir dispute through
negotialions.

By 1982, the Indian forces had established effective military control over the
un-demarcated  Siachen glacier area by occupying the heights of Saltoro
ridpe on the western edge of the glacier. Since the failure of the Siachen
talks in 1989, Pakistan has Deen trying to capture the high mouniain posts
in Kargil sector 1o offset its disadvanfage in Siachen, In 1997 there was a
major confrontation hetween Indian and Palkistani forces in Kargil which
claimed several civilian lives and caused large-scale damage o civilian
property. During the November 1998 round of official talks between India
and Pakistan, the indian side is reported 1o have reneged on the 1989
understanding of demilitarisation of Siachen glacier through mutual
withdrawal of forces, India apparently refused to oull back from Saltoro
ridge. 1t instead offered a4 ceasefire which would consalidate s effective
control over the entire glacier,

Nuclear weapons increase the stake:

The war in the Kargil sector of Kashmir, which began in the first week of
May 1999, was one of the many skirmishes on the LoC in which the armies
of the two countries have been engaged during the last three decades.
Novmally, such border skirmishes did not get wide spread media attension.
They were seen as routine clashes in the distant hills of Kashmir. The
governments did not bring back “body bags” of dead soldiers 1o bring the
war nearer ihe homes of the ordinary citizens. Howaver, this time the stakes
were higher. Since the induction of nuciear weapons in thelr arsenal a year
ago, the two countries had acquired greater self-images as "invincible
military powers”,

This time, Pakistan pushed the “intruders” much deeper inio the indian
controlled tersitory across the LoC in Kargil and Drass than before. India
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upped the ante by unleashing its alr force at an early siage of the skirmish,
Both sides threatened 1o use “all” weapons, The {ear of a nuclear Emlm:;ausl'
became real. I was frightening to see how seciions of the media of hoth
india and Pakistan manipulated news, as if the press had becoma the Torce
multiplier of the military. The newspapers and electronic media wera
competing with each other in portraying their patriotic ardour. On the front
pages of the newspapers there was no space {()t peace. Stories about ctizens
groups calling for peace and holding of peace railies were either not
pubtished, or buried deep inside. The only other news from Kashmir that
appeared in the Indian newspapers were stories of activities of militants. In
all these stories while the criminal activities of the militants were
Bighlighted, virtuaily nothing was reported about the excesses committed by
ind fan security forces. The media’s reluctance 1o report Indian government’s
callous handling of the refugees of Kargil was yet ancther example of its
politics and priorities.

Voices of peace, voices of sanity:

During the past five years, the voices for peace and normalisaiion of India
Pakistan relations have gained considerable momentum. The increasing
demand on both sides of the border for lifting the barr en India-Pakisian
trade, the growing viewership of Pakistan television in India and Indian
satellite television channels in Pakistan, the lengihening queue of people
seeking visas outside the embassies of India and Pakistan and the starting of
a bus service between Lahore and Delhi are indications of the fact that the
peoples of India and Pakistan want and need peace.,

Incian and Pakistani civil society institutions and public forums have already
started working on humanitarian issues together, The growing popularity of
Pakistan-india Peoples” Forum for Peace and Democracy, the partial success
of the joint campaigns for the release and repatriation of prisoners and the
joint campaign for the protection of human rights defenders in hoth
countries are evidence of a growing alliance. These are the building hiocks
for a sustainable peace. They show that the civil societies of 1he fwo
countries are slowly moving towards reconciliation, that together they will
he able to heal the scars and the wounds of the partition of 1947,

When guns start blazing and soldiers die, it is natural that pairiotic passions
will rise. Under these circumstances, ordinary people who do not want war,
feel compelled to support the soldiers fighting on the front and the war
efforts of the government. In such situations the voices for peace become
feelle, Unlike the days of the 1965 and 1971 Indian-Pakistan wars, this time
the ordinary neoples of the two countries showed far fess jingoistic fervour,
In both the countries significant sections of citizens continued to call for
caution and asked for an end o hostilities, This had a restraining affect on
the war hysteria that was being whipped up by the ulira nationalists through
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iive media and on the streeis,

weak and small as they might have been, at the time of crisis these voioes
represented the arge of sociely 1o live in peace. It was heartening o note
ihat Pakistan-india Peoples’ Forum for Peace and Democracy and other
democratic organisations throughout the ten-week fong Kargil war remained
active in hoth countries. Joint statements were issued calling on the two
governments immediately to end hostilities, demititarise the LoC and to
begin dialogues for resolution of all outstanding disputes, including
Kashmir. The members of the Forum in several cities of India and Pakistan
in collaboration with other civil society organisations and NGOs held
public meetings and peace rallies to mobilise public opinion for peace.
while the statements of the Forum and news about its activities were
published by & few of the leading newspapers in India and Pakistan, the
majority of them ignored it

The Importance of Kargil

As newspaper reports indicated, the people of the Valley were least
sothered about the ongoing war in Kargil. They were more concerned about
the loss of business due 1o lack of tourists, and the fate of the refugees, and
apprehensive of hrutal reprisal by security forces on suspicion of helping the
enemy. The loud claims of Pakistan that it was Kashmirl freedom fighters
who were waging a liberation war in Kargil ard that Pakistan army was not
involved, found very few takers in the Vailey. Other than a section of the
leaders of the All Parties Hurrivat Committee, no Kashmiri had come
jorward iy support of the “freedom fighters” in Kargil, The average persons
in the valley were neither excited by the activities of the so-called “freedom
fighters” nor were they sympathetic 1o the Indian soldiers. It seemed that
they were patiently waiting for this current crisis to blow over.

No peace rally was held in Srinagar or elsewhere in Kashmir, The Kashmin
intaliectuals and other civil society actors who support the wark of Pakistan-
india Peoples’ Forum for Peace and Democracy were afraid to express their
support in public because of the threat of the guns. In the prevailing gun
culture of Kashmir, “peace” has hecome a dirly word. 1t is risky for the
moderate Kashmiris to speak out for peace as they have been targeted by
indian and Pakistani war machines as well as by the militants and
mujahideen.

Kashmirivat - Kashmiri Nationalism:

[Kashmiri nationalism or Kashmiriyat was the main source of Inspiration
of the political reforms movement in the thirfies in the princely state of
lammu and Kashimir, The movement was anti-monarchy, anti-colanial and
pro-democracy. Kashmirivat represented  human dignity, social justice,
freedom of conscience and religion and economic security for the common
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masses. [Uis obvious that in thelr endeavour (o create a broad coalition of
peoples, the leaders of Kashmiri national movemeni did nol adequaiely
address the issues of minority rights, ethnicity and regional autonomy. The
linguistic, cultural and religious diversity of the princely state of Jamma and
Kashmir was subsumed in the overarching concept of Kashmirival, It was
essentially a political alliance, which attempted to build a secular
democratic national liberation movement. it also tried to build alliances
withh the other anti-colenial national liberation movements in the
subcontinent,

Unfortunately, while the leaders of Kashmiri national movement were
trying 1o build & parthership on the basis of equality, the Indian National
Congress and Indian Muslim League wanted the Kashmiris 1o submerge
themselves in either of the “two nations” of which they had become the self
appointed brokers. Under this dual pull, Kashmiri national movement
finally split on ethno-religious lines, The non-Kashmiri speaking Mustims of
Punch, Rajouri and the Northern Areas who had closer linguistic, social and
economic fies with west Puniaby remained with the Muslim Conference. This
section, which was led by religious preachers, a section of the land owning
classes and rraditional tibal chiefs, supported Muslim League’s call for the
creation of Pakistan as the homeland of Muslim “nation” on the
subcontinent.

Sheikh Mohammed Abdallah and his supporters, the majority of whom
did not belong to the landed gentry and the upper classes, formed the
National Conference. It had a great folfowing among the Kashmiri speaking,
predominantly Mushim population of the Valley, While a small seclion of
the Kashmiri Pandits, the Hindu minerity of the Valley, joined the National
Conference, the majority of the Kashmirt Pandits, and the Hindus of Jammu
as well as Buddhists of Ladakh were organised on religious and ethnic lines
under the banners of Kashmir Hindu and Buddhist Mahasangh and Praja
Parishad. Despite these differences, Kashmiri national movement remained
broadly united in its struggle against the avtocratic rule of the Dogras. The
National Conference’s commitment to radicai land reforms, economic
support 1o the dispossessed and establishment of a democratic system of
government inspired the masses of Kashmir,

The Muslim League and the Congress ignored the strength of Kashmiri
nationalism and its appeal to the common masses of the region. This
ignorance led Pakistan in 1947 1o believe that Kashmiris would rise in
support of ity armed actions in the Valley. India’s interpretation of the
resistance pul up by the Kashaniris against the invading forces as a sign of
their desire to hecome an integral part of India was equally faulty. Kashmiris
have resisted both these assumptions in their own way, and have paid a very
heavy price for it
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K ashmiri Civil Society:

ror the fast five decades, Kashimiris have lived under virtual war conditions,
According 1o conservative estimates, more than two million Kashmirs have
heen uprooted from their homes during the Tast fifty years. The so-called
1oC has remained a war zone, Nof a ynm goes by without major exchanges
of fire across this line. Every skirmish has taken its tolt on Kashmiris, On the
hotht sides of the divide, be it the Indian administered theee- {ifth of the
rerritory  of the former princely state, or the twoifih of the territory
conirolled by Pakistan, Kashmiris have been ruled by puppet governments
imposed by rulers in New Delhi and fslamabad.

Pakistan and India have been dealing with the two halves of Kashmir under
their respective control like colonial masiers, Their efforts to create pro-india
and pro-Pakistan Kashmiris have fractured the civil society of Kashmir,
Fmergence of India or Pakistan- sponsored interest groups and the
usurpation of political power at local fevels by these groups have deepened
spcial and political lissures, alienating vast sections of Kashmirt masses from
the local ruling elite. The highhandedness of the states and their local
agents, rampant corruption, ruthless suppression of democratic movements
and all dissent, gave rise 1o violent retaliaiion,

Civil society is the terrain of democratisation. 1t is the sphere of social
inferaction bebtween state and society and between communities. For
ohwvious reasons, India and Pakistan did not want a vibrant civil society in
Kashmir. They deliberately controlied the growth of citizens” initatives and
public associations through legal and administrative measures, The Kashmisi
society today has become polarised on ethnic and religious lines.
Kashmirival or Kashmiri nationalism, which inspived all sections of peoples
and communities of the region in the thirties, has fost its appeal.

indian lammu and Kashmir:

Iny Indian jJammu and Kashmir, during the last fitty years, the three dominant
ethnic communities, Kashmiris, Dogras and Ladakhis have had very litte
social and cultural inferaction. The Kashmivi Pandits and the Kashmiri
Muslims have drifted further and further apart. The Indian state’s policy of
divide-and-rule, and the practice of empowering one community to the
disadvantage of the oihm created deepening rift between classes and
communities. The inability of the emerging Kashmiri Mustim middle classes
to look heyond its sel-image as the “majority”, and B clamour for the ion's
share of ail benefits and concessions was one of the major reasons for the
alienation of minority communiiies from Kashimirtyat, the ail embracine
nationalist identity of the thirties.

The milisant movement which hegan in the valley in 1988-89, has only
agenda today,-the right of "self determination”. It is yet 1o develop its social,
economic and cultural policies. The failure of the movement (o broaden its
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agenda has resulted in the loss of s democratic characteristics. This is wity
there is virtually no support for the an-going Kashmini self determination
movement s fammu and Ladakh, This is alse the reason for the final
departure of Kashmiri Pandits from the Valley. Moreover, today there seems
o be little scope for reconciliation, as the Kashmiri Pandits who left the
Valley {eel that "self- determination” means merger with Pakistan.

Pakistani Azad Kashmir:

The situation in Pakistan held parts of Kashmir is not very different.
Ethnically divergent communities of Sudans, Jats and Guijars inhabit
Mu'/af 'arabarl Rawalakot, Mirpur and Kotli regions that are known as
“Azad” Kashmir, Gilgit, Baltistan and the northern areas, are the home of the
Dardic people. The entire population of Pakistan controlled Kashmir is
Muslim. The majority of the population belongs 1o the Sunni sect of lslam,
However, the depth of the appeal of Kashmiri nationalism can be gauged by
the fact that though the majority of the people in Pakistan-held Kashmir are
non-Kashmiris and do not speak Kashmirn tanguage, most of them still want
to be known as Kashmiris. Perhaps there is another explanation. 1t is the
ethnic divergence which has made i necessary for these communities to
cling to the common identity of "Kashmiri”.

In Pakistani Kashmiv oo, dissent is not tolerated. The northern areas
comprising Gilgit-Baltistan are virtually under direct cofonial rule, They do
not even have the most basic democratic rights. The Pakistan government
has ruthlessly crushed the popular movement for democracy in Gilgit and
Baltistan. The entire region is virtually controlied by Pakistan army and s
Inter Services Intelligence (1S1).

fn the early seventies, when the Mangia Dam was constructed in Mirpur
districs of Pakistan controlled Azad Kashnn thousands of acres of fortile
land of the Jat peasantry of the district were inundated. Virtuatly no
compensation was paid 1o the farmers who fost their land. Mirpur derived
no benefit from the Mangla project. All the water and electricity went to
Punjab. Unable 1o get justice from Pakistan, the Mirpuris finally turmed
against Pakistan. Durving the seventies farge number of Mirpuri Jats had
migrated to England. Today, they form the mainstay of Kashmir
independence movemoent abroad.

All newspapers in Azad Kashmir and northern areas are controlied by
Pakistan’s IS Intelligence departments harass afl dissenfers, they are
arrested under false charges, torfured and detained for long periods without
frial and dubbed as Indian agents. In Pakistani Kashmir, Kashmiri language
has lost its space. The National Students Federation (NSF) of Azad Kashmir
calls for independent Kashmir, Most of its activists are not Kashmiri
speaking; yet they are demanding Kashmiri language 1o be made the
national language.
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tndike the militant groups in Indian Kashmir, whao have not beein able fo
develop alliances with democratic forces in India, the NSF of Paldstan
washmir has been interacting with democratic parties and  groups in
Pakistan. While in India held Kashmiri, human rights groups have remained
isotated from other indian human rights groups, students organisations and
human rights activists of Pakistan held Kashmir have been able to buiid
alfiances with Pakistan’s human rights movement. Some of them also
actively participate in the programmes of Pakistan national chapter of
PIPFPD and Pakistan Peace Coalltion in different cities of Pakistan.

Situation since the rise of Militancy:

After the rise of the militant movement in the Valley in 1989, the moderates,
ihe thinkers and the ideclogues of Kashmir who could have initiated
dialogues between communities and classes were efther killed or forced
into silence. Kashmiris who were known {or their hospitality and humanism
seem to have lost their capacity to help each other in times of ¢risis. it has
heen reported that a very high percentage of the popuiation of the Valley,
particularly women, is today mentally paralysed. They suffer from
immahitising depression and need treatment.

While sections of Kashmiri human rights activisis routinely highlight the
violation of human rights by Indian forces, their actions remain confined
only to investigation and reporting. Very few seek judicial remedy. There is
virstually no humanitarian initiative for the large number of orphans, widows
and victims of torture. Fven initiatives of Kashimiri women like the “Mothers
of the Disappeared” have come under attack, In the early days of militancy,
peaple who spoke of nead for reconcitiation and return of the Kashmiri
Pandits were seen as unpatriotic. Some of them were condemned as enemy
agoents and killed,

Reconciliation ard unity among various religious and ethnic groups is
necessary for a secular democratic solution, Since 1947, there has been no
attempt to evolve a consensus on forging unity amang the different entities
in Kashmir. Till 1947, the Valley people complained of suppression by the
Maharaja. After 1947, Jammu people started to make similar complaint
against the government in the Valley. The ruling elite has been trying fo
divide Kashmir into several regions on communal lines. Guns and the cries
of Holy War have destroyed the cultural foundations of Kashmiriyat - the
cultural ethos of having lived together for centuries.

Alliance Building: The task of Civil Society

Alllance huilding is an important function of civil society. A society tums (o
violence when it loses its capacity for dialogue with the opposition and
build alliances with peacemakers across the political social and cultural
divide. What we need is an alliance of civil saciety initiatives for peace and
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reconciliation. As the South African experience demonsirates, it is only
through these alliances for peace and reconciliation that a society can hope
to vid fsell of colonial onpression, violence and hatred. The communal and
ethnic divide in Kashmir has to be bridged. Civil society actors and
concerned NGOs of India and Pakistan have 1o work together with Kashmir
civil society actors and NGOs 1o counter the process of millarisation and
strengthen the forces of demaocratisation,

The process of building solidarity between Indian/Pakistani civil soCiety
groups and Kashmiris has heen hampered by the faiture to recognise that
just as the democrasic agenda has been compromised in Kashmir, so too has
it been compromised in India and Pakistan, For too long,  violation of
human rights and denial of democracy in Kashmir have found no echoes in
the national human rights communities of india and Pakistan, If that pattern
is to be broken, there is need for Kashmiris to bhe more sensitive 1o
democratic crisis and  human rights violations in India and Pakistan.
Similarly, Indian/Pakistani civil society-organisations need to join efforts and
strengthen the voices of Kashmiri groups,

o should be recognised that there exisls a close nexus befween the
democratic rights of the people of Kashmir and of the peoples of South Asia,
which means that the struggle of the Kashiir people for their democratic
rights cannot be separated from the South Asian people's struggle for
democratic vights.
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REPORT OF THE GROUP ON KASHMIRE
Co-Chairpersons: Admiral Ramdas and D Mubashir Hasan

The discussions  were  essentially  structured  around  three  dralt
resodutions/proposals on the Kashmir issue- the first by Tapan Bose, the
second by Dr Mubashir Hasan who reworked on that dradt, and the third
proposed by the Madhya Pradesh chapter.

I addition, Tahiva Abduliah tabled on behalf of Amit Chakravarty { who
was unable 1o come to Bangalore,) a proposal to take the Kashmir issue to
the International Court of Justice at the Hague and ask for an advisory
opirdon. However, several of the delegates at this rather crowded working
group argued that Kashmir was not a juridical issue to be referred to the 1,
just as it was not a mere ferritoral issue. it was a political issue which
involved the wishes of the people in all areas of Jammu and Kashmir,

In essence, the difference between the two resolutions of Tapan Bose and
O Hasan, revolved around the fssue of bolding ‘elections’ in | & K as a
process by which the Kashmiris can choose their own representatives to
conduct a political dialogue wiih the governments of India and Pakistan, Dr
Hasan and several other delegates felt that at this stape - before the ground
work for huilding as wide a consensus as possible was kaid, going in for
elections would unleash extrame violence. However the need for urging
ihe two governmenis to facilitate a process by which the Kashmiris could
choose their genuine representatives was recognised. Both the resolutions
rested on the Forum's position as arficulated in the successive  Joint
Declarations of the Forum reaffirming the rights and wishes of the Kashmiris
in all areas of | & K 1o be taken info account.

Certain specific changes 1o the draft resolutions were piu;)nw(i including
one, calling for a halt to the use of rape as an instrument of war in Kashmir,
and two, the release of political detenus to create the conditions for a
political dialogue,

On behalf of the Madhya Pradesh chapter, vV T joshi explained their
proposal to urge the governments of India and Paikistan to accept the LoC as
an inlernational houndary and to make it a soft border - the ogic being that
a military solution was not possible and to keep harping on the human
problem of the Kashmiri people would condems us to hostility and contlict,
Several detegates fundamentally disagreed with a proposal which altogether
bypassed the Forum's basic position - that the Kashmiris had the altimate
right to decide, It was not for the Forum to provide a solution but to urge a
process which would enable the Kashmiris 1o decide. it was emphasised thai
the paoples fiving in all areas of fammu and Kashmir (both sides of the 1oC)
must decide

Some fell that india should unilateratly take the Witiative, The process, it
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was felt, would take time, as had been the experience in Northern lreland
or South Africa - even three-four years, Modalities could be worked out -
fike initiation of free traffic, (ree wade oic.

Others raised the possibility of third party intervention by a person like
Nelson Mandela. Many others asseried the need to pursue bilateralism as
enshrined in the Simia agreement and reiterated in the Lahore summit
declaration. Foreign powers must not be allowed 1o meddle. It was rocalled
ihat thev were responsible for the first Partition of the sub-continent.

Some raised the guestion of looking at the UN Resolutions on Kashmir as
providing & framewaork to tackie the problem - and the option of plebiscite,
While thare WETE Many reasons, it was i dicated why such an approach was
not viable, dit was pointed out that the UN Framework for the resolution of
Kashmir d:d not offer the Kashmiris, a third option - independence,
However it was suggested that we could recognise the moral authority of the
LN Resolution on Kashmir which both India and Pakistan have accepted,
There were others who attempted 1o relocaie the Kashmir problem in the
codlext of its linkage with the fate of india's Muslim population, and sought
fo circumsaribe their right to self determination as threatening the unity of
the country, They raised the question - how many partitions woult. resulf if
we were 1o go the whole hog with the people’s right of self determination?

However it was pointed out that self determination did not neces sarity mean
independence. And about the fear of opening up a Pandara's I)()x
threatening the disintegration of states, it was emphasised that the very logi

of the ihumy of the nation state legitimises creation of more states, - "Whn
decided that we've reached the end of nation state making?” - it was asked.
We can not deny the Kashmiris their right to decide, when it is a right which
we claim for ourselves.

The issue of the genuine representation of all the grouns in all the areas of
Jammu and Kashmie was repeatediy siressed, The need 1o invoive civil
society of Kashmir in building solidariies was pointed out, and the
modalities of giving the people of Kashmir an opportunity to ascertain their
wishes - through elections or some such mechanism,, their fiming,
involvement of eminent persons to monitor, etc. - were discussed intensely.,
Delegates from Jammu & Kashmir in particular, highlighted that Kashimir
was not a territorial dispute or a legal matter. It involved the peaple of
Kashmir - i.e. all the peoples of Kashmir, With refarence to the Indian Home
Minister's offer of a tripartite dialogue |, it was noted that it was nof a real
diatogue as it was conditional and limited to only a few ¢ groups. [Malogue
must be at different levels and with afl shades of opinion.
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Adrmiral Ramdas outlined a road map of a peace process :

stop all forms of violence

On both sides, Le. India governed Kashinir and Pakistan governed

Kashmir., dialogue should take place at all levels to build a consensus ’

Then consider how to choose fefect their representatives, %
The suggestion that it was not possible to controt violence- was passtonately |
contested, Finatly, it was asserted that the Forum's job was not to give a |
colution. The Forum's concern was to urge the facilitation of a process for a
democratic and peaceful solution of the Kashmir dispute.
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Resolution on Kashmir

Adopied by the Plenary on Apeil 8, 2000

Convinced of the indivisibility of peace and democracy, the Pakisian India
Peoples” Forum for Peace and Democracy is gravely concerned at the state
of hostile relations between India and Pakistan and its impact on their
domestic politics as also on the two civil sacieties.

Alarmed by the "limited war® in Kargil area of Jammu and Kashmir lagt
summer by forces thal possess nuclear weapons with the potentiai of
causing a nuclear holocaust:

Realising that the hostility hetween the two countries has encouraged forces
of reaction to whip up war hysieria and jingoism with the concomitan
attack on people's freedom in the name of "national SeCUrity”
Recognising that peace as a condition of democracy requires a degree of
normaley in relations between the two countries,

Considering the urgency for creating conditions conducive for beginning
peace tatks among all concerned and mindful of the ceniral role that all the
peaple of Jammu and Kashmir must play in its resolution, we the members
of the Pakistan India Peoples, Forum for Peace and Democracy call upon
the governments of india and Pakistan 1o order cessation of all hostilitics
afong the Line of Control  hy  forces directly or indirectly under their
control;

simultaneously, we call upon the government of India to halt its military
campraign, which is imperilling the fife and liberties of the paaple of Jamimu
and Kashmir; and also call upon the government of Pakisian to exercise all
control and restraint over the mindless violence of the mujahecd ancd
jehadist groups.

We appeal to the various militant organisations of fammu and Kashmir Gowd
their overground supporters) and the state security forces o eschew
violence and particutarty the use of rape as an instrument of war, and 1o
agree © resolve ali political and other differences exclusively through
peaceful and democratic means. We wrge them to declare cease-fire
voluntarily with immediate effect and 1o create conditions conducive for
democratic and peaceful negotiations.

Recognising that it is the peoples of Jammu and Kashmir who have the
democratic right (o decide their political future, and that they must get an
opportunity 1o meet and confahulate,

We also call upon the political parties, the mifitanis and thoe groups who
support them in India held lammu and Kashmir as well as in Pakistan held
fammu and Kashmir 1o dedicate  themeselves 1o achievemnent  of
reconciliation, and mutual trust, and to the profection and vindication of the
human rights of all as a mark of respect 10 those who have died of boen
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injured, and the thousands of families who have been rendered homeless
during the last five decades of viotence,

we also call upon the governments of Pakistan and India to conter and
cooperate with all the representatives of the people in all areas of Jammu
and Kashmir, Both governments should facilitate a process by which the
peoples in all the areas of Jammu and Kashimir can choose their
representatives who can then engage with the governments 1o determine
their futtire. As a first gesture, the Government of india should immediately
release ail political detenus. The talks between the representatives of the
peoplies of Jammu and Kashmir may be held both at bilateral level as wel
as at a tripartite tevel, The talks between Government of india and the
representatives of India held Jammu and Kashmic as well as between the
Government of Palistan and the representatives of Pakistan held Kashmir,
should be held in the presence of a group of eminent persons of the
respective countries so that the process of dialogue remains transparent,
free from intimidation and negotiations do not breakdown.,

As a step towards heginning purposeful negoliations, we call upon the
political partics andd other groups in different parts of the former state of
Janmu and Kashmir fo acknowledge the fact that governments of india,
Pakistan as well as different groups of peoples of Jammu and Kashmir hold
civergont views on questions of continuance of staius guo and of legitimate
palitical aspirations of the participants, especially of the right of exercising
sovereignty, wholly or partly, over the whole or part of the territories of the
former stade of Jammu and Kashmir,

We zlso call upon the political pariies and other groups on both sides of
fammu and Kashimir to recognise the difficulties that the governments of
India and Pakistan would face 1o modify their historical public stances. We
also wrge the governments of India and Pakistan to recognise the inalienable
right of the peoples of Jammu and Kashmir to decide their political future.
This is why it is important that ali the three parties, representatives of the
governments of [ndia and Pakistan as well as that of the peoples of Jammu
and Kashmir, together must sirive 1o find a solution that may be generally
acceptable 1o the peoples of Jammu and Kashmir and the subcontinent in
their larger interest of peace and democracy. They should recognise that
durabie peace and tranqguillity in the subcontinent takes precedent over all
other considerations. For this reasen they would strive in every practical
way towards reconciliation and rapprochement keeping in view that in all
agreements contraction of sovereign power in one political domain can he
a gain in another.

We  believe that # s from such an effort that the contours of g likely
sofution will emerge.
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RELIGIOUS INTOLERANGE

by
Frof. Bhaskar Bhole

While we are moving fowards a new millennium, owr country is found to
be in the grip of people who have very little respect for the values of
tolerance, equatity and reason which are so basic for democratic order. The
self-styled  defenders of Indian culture are seen time and apain
demaonstrating barbaric intolerance towards anything they perceive as being
inimical to their concept of culture. Whether it he a controversy regarding
Hussain’s paintings or a fiim to be made by Deepa Mehta on the aponies of
Hindu widows, the fanatics treal with intolerance everything they dislike,
disapprove, disagree or differ with. In such a situation it will be useful to
trace the roals of religious tolerance and also the ways and means to achieve
i ar least for those who are still in a mood 1o think independently and act
rationally.

Religions toleration was initially thought of in the form of a doctrine
regulating the relationship between the state and the various sects of
Christianity represented by their respective churches,  Although  the
Reformation cannot be associated directly with the parenthood of toleration,
its principle that a man should follow the religion of his king implied a
theoretical eguality of all religions and so paved the way for toleration.
Toleration then meant that the citizen could adopt or discard any religion
without the interference of state authority.

It also implied that in the society where a particular religion is recognized
as state religion, the government should allow the people to praciice any
ather religion of their choice, AH citizens should be equally free 1o have
their places of worship, 10 profess and preach the doclrines of their belief,
within the limits of public morality and decency.  Though the Acts
prescribing  penalties  for  blasphemy  still  remained  intact, their
implementation became gradually scarce. it was universally agreed that
religious dissent was best opposed by refuting rather than suppressing.
Following Johr Locke’s prescriptions (1689) in this respect, toleration was
preferred to persecution or repression because of the relative ineffectiveness
of the latter, and also because of the confidence gathered by then thai the
civil saciety was not likely to collapse into anarchy i religious dissent is
tolerated. _

The next stage in the evolution of the concept of toleration was in the
context of interrelationship belween the believers of different relipions or
sects. [ was at this stage that toleration was seen as the only way in which
men of different religious affifiations could coexist peacefully and continue
their efforts to reach at the ultimate fruth in the fight of their faiths.
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."f()i€"'i'5-1"“"’ hecame more and more an a\&:tte;)i‘abiv principte of irder religious
- poexistenee with the rising influence of rationalist secular aititude and the
: a(_a_(;lir:o of refighon as a sofe factor of social regulation.

gut even al this siage, the principle of toleration was d(;(i(?{?i’("{i maore through
indifference rather than the positive conviction of s desirability and
rightness. The compulsions created by the emergence of sirong relEgious
minorities, 100 numerous o he coerced without creating problems of law
and ordet and herce being a constant potential source f’{ disarder, were
guite often the major factor behind the endorsement of the principle of
soleration. Here toleration assumes a character of political issue - namely to
work, as a policy needed for reinforcing the common political loyalty
among the people of different religious commitments. The minorities of all
hues were of course more interested in claiming toleration for themselves
rather than vindicating it as a moral principle 10 be honored universally,
[rowas more or less these very attitudes of the majority and minority
communities, which lay at the back of several constitutional provisions
framed with a view 1o creating the climate of toleration in the newly
independent India.  The Constitution, in accordance with the Objective
Resolution of 22 January 1947, provides for equality 1o all the Indians in
terms of status and opportunities as well as equality before the law. Every
citizen is assured freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith, worship,
association and action subject to law and public morality,  Adequate
safeguards are given to minorities, wibals and the backward classes. The
emphasis that the Constitution makers laid on the principie of fraternity
reflecis their concemn for creating the sense of brotherhood and tolerance
amongst the heterogeneous Indian masses divided by different races,
religions and cultures. Fraternity could not be achieved merely by
abolishing unfouchability in one of the religious communities, bui by
abolishing all communal or sectional anti-social feelings, which stand in the
way of unity of india.

The Indian constitution also provides that the state shalf protect all religions
equally, that it does not itsell hod any religion as official and that each
individual shall be free to profess, practice and propagate the religion of
hisfher choice without any state interferance. That the concept of toleration
was most paramount in the minds of the framers of the Indian Constitution
could also be seen through the provisions assuring that in free India, the
personality of each individual shall be treated as equally sacred and that no
discrimination shall be made between the citizens on the hasis of their
caste, creed or culture, The addition made 1o Part 1V of the Constitution hy
the forty second amendment under the tle of Fundamental Duties includes
one important duty of citizens namely “ 1o promote harmony and the spiriy
of common hrotherhood amongst all peoples of India iranscending
religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities and to renounce
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practices derogatory 1o the dignity of women”

This brief review of the constitutional provisions makes it abundanily clear
that the framers ware inspired by the doctrine of toleration, which they
regarded as the only way 1o foster unity in this society full of all kinds of
diversities. They knew it well that democracy as a way of life cannot be
sustained without mufual harmony and co-operation. For them demuocracy
did ot mean merely a political device, but necessarily a system based on
phitosophy of reason, tolerance and compromise: where differences are
setied through argumentation and deliberation and where the principle of
five and let live rules the relationship between the majority and the
minorities,

It is, therefore, not an accident that the fifty year old constitutional document
preaching religious toleration, secularism and the respect for the rights of
minorities has bhecome the target of the so called “review” by forces which
do not believe in these vatues, The fears are justifiably expressed all over
the country that the review may prove 1o he the heginning of an end of these
values in the Indian political system.

In this respect it is very important to take info consideration the grounds of
uphalding religious toleration, W they are negative grounds, such as the
doubtiul character of religious belief, or the impossibility of deciding the
rightness of any one of the religious doctrines, or similarly if there are the
compulsions of seitfing of political issues of numerically larger minorities,
or the indifference towards religious doctrines and practices, they witl make
the consequent toferation temporary and superficial.  Moreover, such an
advocacy of the principle is likely to make the men of any religious
convictions stand against such religious toleration, which for them would be
unreasonalle and inadmissible,

Toleration should not be inspired by expediency; il shouid rather be a
matter of positive commitment. I we tolerate something because there is
no - alternative, then we are required 1o put up with something, which is
otherwise unpalatable and condemnable. Such a tolerance is bound to be
contaminated and shori-lived because nobody would like 1o be tolerated in
this negative sense. We should have a positive tolerance for something we
respect, honour and love. it should be supported by the seatiments of
equality, fraternity and humanity for those who are ‘tolerated’ and a deep
respect for their faith and culture, Qur tolerance should not result from the
indifference or lack of attachment for the community we choose to tolerate.
Tolerance should not be conditional. One should cherish it as a value
having the validity in ifsalf

Unfortunaiely those who are bent on playing the politics of religious
fanatism do not accept this positive content of tolerance. Their si rategies not
onty falsily the generalisation that polytheistic religions are by nature more
folerant than monotheistic religions, but they also vitiate the fongstanding
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tradition of religious tolerance which was built here by the teachings of
saints belonging to Sufi as well as Bhakti movements. This tradition which
luckily still survives at a popular level even now upholds the ideals of
synthesis, spiritual fraternity, tolerance and universal harmony. It silently
rejects religious hatred and sectarian dogmatism.

India’s freedom struggle has left the contradictory legacies of religious
orthodoxy represented by the revivalist, exclusive and cultural nationalist
forces, and the other one of philanthropy, forbearance, justice, fraternity,
peace and all embracing love represented by the common masses. All
religions were founded on the same moral laws.

In nature there is a fundamental unity running through all diversity.
Religions are no exception to the natural law. They are given to mankind
50 as to accelerate the process of realization of fundamental unity. Gandhi
tried to generate the generosity especially in the Hindus as they were in
majority in India. He wanted them to lead the process of communal
harmony in this multi-religious society.

Unfortunately we find today that the Gandhian perspective on religion and
religious tolerance is being sidetracked. Looking at what has happened on
the subcontinent during the last fifty years, it is imperative that we should
accept that all faiths constitute a revelation of truth and all are imperfect and
liable to error. But the religious zealots go on spreading the views that their
religion is superior and those of all others are inferior. They claim
infallibility for their faith and believe that salvation could be attained only
through it.

These zealots think it quite justifiable to arrest the spread of other religions
even by using coercive methods. Some of them even think it to be their
sacred duty to do so. In their heart of hearts they find nothing wrong in the
state authorities persecuting those whom they consider heretics, atheists,
dissenters or “enemies of the nation”. They seriously subscribe to the view
that a single religion makes a stronger nation.

In the name of building a strong nation they nurture hatred, prejudices and
positive dislike towards all those whom they perceive as their ‘unlikes’. This
intolerance has its roots in the process of their religious socialization. It is
further strengthened by the economic rhetoric, social distances widened by
the defective development strategies, distortions in the understanding of the
past generated by fabricated histories and finally the psychological
insecurities cultivated by the misleading and repetitive propaganda.

All efforts towards combating intolerance must take into account all these
complex factors involved in the process. The strategies to counter the evil
and aggressive forces of fundamentalism also need to be equally
multifaceted. They should include the circulation of authentic information
about all religious groups, especially about the minorities, laying stress on
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the cultural simifarities and common experiences of all the communities,
We should also find out moie and more areas of contacts and co-operation
betweern the p('*ug)lw' of different creeds and culiures; underlining the
common aspecis of the teachings of different religions; and effeciively
projecting the folk raditions of religious co-existence and co-operation. We
should recopnize the tremendous power of the newly emerging and all
pervasive medium like “internet” which is beyond the state cont trol and
recognizes no political borders. This medium can be used very powerfully
for spreading false rumours as weli as real stories of courageous and brave
efforts to transcend the communal loyalties. This medivm is very
economical, can reach a specific target group swillly and in a very cosi-
effective manner and we should consider fis use to overcome the syndrome
of “us good and righteous and them bad and bigoted”.
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fiititary Expenditure and People’s Secusily

By Gauram Navialdha

The Context

Istroduction of economic reforms since 1991 has meant increase in rural
poverty by 3.42% between 1991 to 1999, according to the latest National
sample Survey which has also found that 40% of the Indians live below the
poverty line, wholesale prices have increased by 90 % between 91-98; and
external debt risen to $99 billion. During this period corporate profits rose
by 300% and their contribution to employment remained marginal at
0.19%. Indeed employment growth in the organised sector has fallen from
1.44% in '91 to 1.09% in "97.

Out of the central government’s total expanditure of Rs 338,486 crores in
2000-01, allocation for the military and central para-military is estimated to
be Rs 80,000 crores, Le. 24% per cent of the total expenditure. (Re:
Fxpenditure Budget Valume 2 000-01). The allocation fast year (99-00) for
military and  para-military expenditure was Rs 63,000 o Under the
prevalent notion of "national” security, external and internal security are
intertwined  and  treated as one. Besides, the Indian Constitution
circurmscribes the central governnient's power over law and order which is
a state subject. i also speaks of “Armed Forces of the Union” which
encompass para-military forces. For administrative and accounting reasons
ihese come under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MIFA). But their formation,
training, and deployment in fighting internal wars make them equivalent to
the  anmy's infantry battalions. Also after the May 1998 nuclear bomb
explosions there is no reason w exclude the atlocations provided for
Departments of Atamic Energy amd Space. All this adds up 1o Rs 80,000 ¢r.
If interest payments, which take up 30 per cent of the total revenue
expenditure, are added to this along with 17 per cent that go as grants to the
states and the Union Territories, then only 29 per cent is actually left, OFf

this, Rs 34,000 crores are reserved to pay for the wage and travel bills of the:

government establishments, leaving only Rs 64,000 crores for subsidies and
social welfare of the people. The allotment for social services (health,
education, housing efc. ) has risen from Rs 12,820 cr in 1995-96 and is
estimated o be Rs 30,000 o in 2000-07, Food subsidy has declined to Rs
8100 or in 2000-01. Motivated concern about size of the fiscal deficit
promptly results in reducing purchasing power of the working people, af a
time when job security has shrunk, statutory minimum wages are alt but a
forgotten issue, and when profligacy and conspicuous consumption cagry
on unabated. Bul new issues are entering the agenda, such as the 151 backed
nternal security threat (although the much promised white paper on it is still
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in the making after nearly two years), propaganda about Minoriy
appeasement, etc, and making “national interest” synonymods with the
building of the war machinery and infringement of people's rights. The
strength of our armed forces under the Union Ministry of Defence is said 1o
he 1.2 million. The central para-military forces consist of another 600,000
under the Union Home Ministry, In addition there are 3.5 lakh armed police
(out of.an estimated total police strength of 13 lakhs) with states and union
territories. The stress on anmed might to restore authority, as well as contain
and curh social discontent, has increased, while the need to win populay
consent has receded into background.

In order to appreciate the burgeoning military expenditure, itis worth noting
that the total plan and non-plan expenditure of the Indian government is
now estimated 1o reach Rs 3,38,486 cr in 2000-2001! in comparison with
the government’s generosity towards the mititary behemoth, a miserly 5%
of its hudget is allocated for education - at a time when 414 miilion Indians
are said to be illiterate 11t is also at a time when food subsidy has declined
o Rg 8100 crores - when according to the government's own Nationat
Sample Survey the number of impoverished people have gone up from
34.88 crin 1997 to 40,63 ¢r in 1998,

fndia's GDP is expected to be Rs 2,181,650 ¢r in terms of market prices in
2000-01. In other words, the real military spending, at Rs 80,000 cr plus in
2000-01, will be 24 % of the total expenditure and 3.7 % of the GDP! Even
if some figures are contested, it will not bring atlocations below 3.5 per cent
of the GDP. Almosi 75 per cent of the outlay is accounted for by recuiring
expenditure for a 1.7 mn personnel’s pay, allowances, training, exercises efc,
The cost of man-power required for fighting internal wars (Rs 14000 cr}, the
cost of maintaining presence in Siachen and Kargil heights (Rs 6000 ory,
development of nuclear arsenal {Rs 3500 cr), delay (Rs 1000 ¢} - a totat
of Rs 24,500 cr ete. is the amount that can be immediate peace chvidend if
a peaceful solution for internal conflicts and disputes with neighbours i
attempted.

The Ministry of Finance (MOF) has claimed on the basis of an internal study
of over 50 years of defence spending, that for half of this period defence
aliocations were not fully utitised, and for 10 years fiscal targets were barely
met. Fven more devastating is the purported finding of the Comptroller and
Auditor General which says that spares stockpiled worth Rs 30-40,000 cr
are spurious and worthless!

fnternal Wars

India has fought one "limited” war in the past 28 years hut its armed forces
remain the busiest army fighting internal wars, Officials refuse o provide
exact force deployment. However, more than one third of the army s
engaged in fighting internal wars. If para-mititary forces are added 1o this not
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Joss than 60 percent of the securiiy apparatus is deptoyed against our own
peopte. For instance in Jammu and Kashmir there are three coprs: XV
pathankot), XV (Srinagar) and XVI (Leh). tach corp comprises three
division. In the North-East there are two coprs U (Tezpur) and IVth
(Dimapur).Apart from this 85 percent of the Para-military Forces (RR, AR,
g5k, CRPF, ITBP, IRF, NSG etc) numbering more than 6 lakhs are deployed
in &K, N and AP and Bihar. The Union Home Minister had contented
sometime hack (November 1, 1999 that the size of the PMFs was
‘inadeguate” and therefore his ministry "proposed raising 50 new hatallions
of BSF and CRPF". In addition to this, according to reports, the government
is contemgpdating raising 20 battalions of Assam Rifles, 12 battalions of
gashtriya Rifles, and 35 battalions of India Reserve Force to fight
insurgencies and extremism, in short, there are plans afootl to raise 117
battalions in the coming years. These are assisted by armed constabularies
from several states fighting less than 3000 militants in J&K, 10,000 militants
in Assam Manipur, Nagaland, and Tripura. In addition there are said to be
2500-3000 communist revolutionaries in AP and Bihar, This massive
deployment of force is part of the strategy 1o saturate the insurgent area and
overwhelm the militants, it has also become an excuse fo divert resources
for militarisation.

Current wisdom claims that internal security problems are now intricately
tied 1o the external source of threat and therefore they can no longer be
considered separately. While the Ministry of Defence in its annual report for
1998-99 spoke of "Militancy in repions of india actively supported from
across the border has vitiated the security environment in the country”, the
Ministry of Flome Affair in its turn, in their annual report for 7998-99 stated
that "The internal security siuation in India continues 1o be influenced by
proxy war’ unleashed by Pakistan...". The externalisation of internal
security achieves two things. In the first place the internal processes that
cause the emergence of insurgency are pushed inte background and therelby
search for political solutions becomes contingent upon military success
against insurgents. Secondly, this blurs the difference hetween external
threat and internal security in which atrocities, civitian casualties,
destruction of democratic institutions acquire the character of unavoidable
coltateral damage.

The Army is trained to occupy ferritory and subjugate people. Low intensity
conflict is a long duration conflict dependent on man-power because of
heavy casualties. It is said that 50 security persons are required to eliminate
or neutralise one trained militant. According to the Union Home secretary
there are 3000 militants in J&K and 10,000 in NE. If the above is frue then
the deployment of froops is higher because it is not the size of the mititanis
rather the popular support for militancy that dictates the heavy deployment
of froops. As for how much of our military allocations are directly related 1o
internal security they have 1o be pieced together, If we exclude capital costs
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Fom our considerations, the able below provides an estimate of the e
we are paying lor fighting our own people,

Takle

Account Head Ministry Allocation
Central Paramilitary forces (80 %) MHA Rs 6500 cr
Rashrtiva Rifles MOD Rs 550 ¢r
Army (1/3rdd of wage bill) MOD Rs 4500 ¢r
Loans Write-off (Punjab's SRE) MOF Rs 1000 ¢r
Grants to cover SRE MHA Rs 700 ¢r
Total Rs 13250 cr

The Security Related Expenses (SRE) of the state governmenss, part or the
whole of which are bome by the central government, are not known, Ali we
know for instance is the Centra's decision 1o take on the entire cost of
fighting insurgency in Pun jab and thereby it wiped out Rs 8000 or
outstanding against the state government. Simitarly we know that 90 Der
cent of the SRE's in North Fastern states are horne by the Centre. The actual
figures are not available but foan and interest write off in 1999-2000 under
Demand No 29 of the MOF is shown as Rs 964 . Maost of it is refated 1o
SRE. And if states own share of the SRE's are added then the cost would rise
higher. For the GOl the cost of infernal wars s well above Rs 13,250 ¢
Now way hack in 1973 the Public Accounts Committee of Parliamens in its
T13rd report bad expressed concern at the expansion of central paramititary
forces and called for an inquiry into this, Expectediy, not hing was done and
the growih in para-military forces have carried on relentlessly, And it is
directly refated 1o the GOI's singular contribution in turning  political
problems caused by uneven regional development and unequal socio-
economic refations into a civit war like situation with government forces
pitied against our own people who are being coerced into submission,
This creates the justification for increase in the strength of PMF's which are
trained along the lines of army's infantry formations against our people not
just in NE & J&K but in Bihar, AP, MP, Orissa, Maharashtra, And conflicts
located in the political aconomy of our country are being seen as 'defiance
of authority.

Accarding to the official accounts, internal wars are spreading and so is the
stupendous increase in budgetary allocations and deployment of security
forces. A closer scrutiny reveals that two things are happening. in the name
of improving law and order money is being spent on PMI's, cuphemisticaliy
called "Police”, formed along the lines of infantty formations of the army
and their deployment and operations Being alien o police function, They
are deployed not to keep two warting groups apart, or for crime detection
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but primarily against the aggrieved people, either landless agricultural
workers, Dalits, Tribals, or other nationalities. Central grant to states
channelised through MHA is also geared towards raising armed
constabularies. As a result normal police functions have declined, or are in
a decrepit state. Indeed the dismal law and order scene in Delhi, policed
directly by the MHA shows how thoroughly incompetent the GOI is when
it comes to ordinary law and order situation and it therefore cannot be
trusted with internal security. Indeed a combination of decline in the role of
the police and the burgeoning role of PMF's shows the steady erosion in
democratic institutions which constricts resolution of popular grievances.

This step up in suppression of the people has gone hand in hand with the
argument that Pakistani IS1 is behind much of the armed opposition faced by
GOl forces. What began as an exercise to obfuscate GOI's role in causing
the insurgency eventually became an "undeclared war", which was meant
to suggest that this had nothing to do with political processes internal to the
country. As part of BJP government's known antipathy towards Pakistan and
anti-minority proclivity, the MHA makes exaggerated claims about the 1S,
while maintaining complete silence over the terror campaigns of the 'sangh
parivar'. Indeed just as resources are being diverted towards military
buildup, the government is augmenting its power at the expense of the
people. Towards this end, the government has proposed to re-introduce the
notorious TADA, and that too in a more vicious form. For instance the
period of remand is extended, confessions are admissible as evidence, right
to bail restricted, punishment enhanced, burden of proof reversed, appeals
to High Court denied, and the crime itself is so vaguely defined that almost
any crime could invite charges under this draconian law. This is happening
at a time when communal- fascism is allowed a free run by an indulgent
government and people's faith in police is at an all time low.

Coercive Diplomacy and Force projection

Kargil war allowed India's war-mongers an opportunity to push ahead with
a debilitating weapon acquisition programme which threatens to force
India's neighbours to increase their own military expenditure. Military
procurement is moving once again towards outright imports. As far as
foreign exchange is concerned data is not available easily and has to be
pieced together through comparision of Commerce Ministry statistics with
that of the RBI. For instance according to the Commerce Ministry data,
between 1991- 92 and 1995-96 trade deficit grew from $1.55 bn to $4.53
bn. During the same period the RBI data shows the trade deficit as being
$2.79 bn and $8.94 bn. Eighty percent of this difference between the two
data is on account of military imports. And conservatively, 40 % of the
cumulative trade deficit of $32 bn in this period must be on account of
military purchases. In the coming year government intends to acquire an
aircraft carrier from Russia and refurbish it; plans to purchase 60-66

Pakistan-India People’s Convention




Advanced Jet Trainer and 10 Mirage 2000 ( ighters; 300 T-90 missile firing
tanks; self-propelled guns and multi-barrelod launchers etc, This would
result in foreign exchange outeo of ne less than $6-7 bn.

Such acquisitions frigger off a disasirous arms race. This is precisely what
happened in May 1998 when the Indian government made it virtually
impossible for the Pakistan government fo not undertake nuclear bomh
tests of its own. And now when that country is embroiled in an economie
crisis it is being goaded to undertake matching military procurement policy,
It is not accidental that this is happening at a time when the government
of India refuses to renew dialogue under one pretext or the other. The
aggressive posturing by the government in their relations with neighbouring
countries is best shown in India's dealing with Nepal. This landlocked
neighbour s heing strangulated and being coerced into accepting India's
terms. it should also be kept in mind that militarisation is being fuelied
under a new doctrine of “winnable” war, The Minister of Defence has
claimed that & "limited war" with Pakistan is not just possible but wirinalle.
Against the background of a step up in the war of attrition in Kashmir,
and increase in attacks on minorities as waol! as infringement of people's
freedom, our sub- continent is posed with the biggest threat to life and
liberties of the people,

it was claimed that the N-weapons test by the two countries Brought
about a situation where chances of war have recoded. But the Indian
Army chiel said recently that N-deterrence "only restricts an all out
war employing weapons of mass-detsruction, . (f mifitancy grows oo
big both the initiator i.e. Pakistan and the affected nation ie. india
are tempted to use conventional weapons”. This onfy emphasises the need
for vigitance,

Allthis reguires a change in political approach to problems; from discarding
hostile policy towards neighbours to dismantling the regime of ferror used
o crush insurgencies.

Summing up

If the political and financial cost of fighting internal wars has assumed
threatening propaortions, the remedy lies in overhauling the present policy
regime which privileges repressive means over finding demaocratic solution.
since counter-insurgency is man-power dependent, substantial amount of
military wages and allowances are linked 1o interng! wars. Thus & change in
political approach can enable a cuthack in personnel which could help save
thousands of crares, Dis-enpagement and pullback from siachen, freezing
nuclear weapons programme etc. can help pay for essential acquisitions and
result in & substantial cut in this un-productive expenditure and increase in
the welfare and development activities of the government, The misuse of
tarce resources not only denies their application for purposes  of
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development which benefit the underprivileged but in turn aggravates social
discontent and sap the energy of the people. The notion of "nationat
security s making the sub-continent insecure, threatening people's
greedom, apart from bankrupting us financially and politically.
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REPORT OF THE GROUP ON BEMILITARIZATION
AND DE-NUCLEARIZATION

Chairperson: H. Basappa, India
Rapporteurs: Trfan Mufu, Paldstan
Shreyas, India

The group broadly discussed the concept of security and argued for not
merely a militaristic definition but defined it rather as a peopfe oriented
security o life, social benefits and fundamental freedoms guaranteed to
them,
The group also felt the increasing danger of nuclear war and greater risk of
accidental war in the absence of any direct communication within these fwo
countries. The group also showed concern while feaders from both sides
have been reckiessly threatening to use nuclear weapons against each other,
The group also noted with great concer, the confempaorary developiments
such as unprecedented military build-ups, growing nuclear stockpiles,
increase in defence budgets, Kargil misadventure, growing militarization of
states and vulgarization and paliticization of religion in hoth countries, The
group also took note of the economic fatlout of nuclearization in increasing
poverty and under-development of the people in these counirics, We foel
that already scarce resources of this region are spent on nuclear macdness,
developing weapons of mass destruction, increasing military strengths and
defence and not on the development of the pecple,

The group reiterated its commitment o the course of peace and

democratization of sociely and even within the functions of PIPFRD,

The group made the following recommendations:

1. There should be an immediate resumplion of dialogue and
communication, in good faith, at the highest diplomatic fevel. Moreover
the leaders of these countries should be asked io practice restraint on
exchange of nuclear threats 1o each other.

2. The group while acknowledging the fact thal the nuclear WEeapons are a
reality,  felt that it is not an uncontestable reality, The group
recommended an immediate dismantiing of present military build-ups
and the need for  moving towards horizonial and vertical
denuclearization.

3. Both these countries should imimediately sign an agreement for no-first
use of nuctear weapons, They should also go into a comprehensive no-
war pact with each other,

4. There should be a complete freeze on nuctear and missilo programmes
and ultimately leading 0 a rollback of nuclear programimes in both
these countries.
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Unconditional signing of CTBT  and immediate resumption of
discussion on FMCT, The group also recommendad that both these
governmiernts should put in joint efforts and advocacy iy international
forums to remove deficiencies in these documents,

Both countries should show their commitments and fake longterm
strategies to gradually declare South Asia as nuclear free rone and
simultaneously and collectively work for global disarmament.

Take specific measuras to demaonstrate their commitment that they will
not deploy nuclear weapons for the next three years and call a halt to
research on nuciear advancement,

Made an appeal to scientists in both countries not 1o take part in
developing nuclear weapons. 1t also recommended the holding of a
South Asian conference of scientists,

Fraphasized on adopting democratic means for containing violence and
militaristic forces across the borders,

The Forum should use the existing documentary films on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, preferably trangiate them in local languages, 1o educate
and malke the masses in both countries aware of the nuclear holocaust,
The group also recommended the use of print and electronic media 1o
influence public epinion and educate them in promoting the conceplis
of peace and love,

. Greater democratization within the PIPFPD, with setiing up of joint

sectoral groups, who should work closely with each other and should
have a minimum of three meetings each year. A standing committee,
comprising of five members from ecach side, should be formed. The
commitice should meet regularly 1o review and dralt agenda for
national plans of action and future conventions, Institutional support
should also be provided 1o sectoral groups and activists working for
neace and democracy in these two countries,

. We feel that these measures could lead us to the formation of a Joint

Security Advisory Group. The Group should work towards developing
an alternative people's perspective on security in their respective
countries as well as in the South Asian region,

. The group also reiterated the earlier demand of the Forum to downsize

army and reduction in defence expenditures at the force level,

. The group condemned using mititary and -paramilitary  forces in

mainfaining law and order in cach country,
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REPORT OF THE GROUP ON GLOBALISATION AND
REGIONAL COOPERATION

Co-chaispersons:
Rasheed Rahman (Pakistan)
e Ritu Dewan (India)

The workshop on ‘Globalisation and Regional Cooperation’ recognises the
need for struggie against forced integration of Seuth Astan economies and
the necessity of forging a joint struggle against the common threats to the
ccanomy and polity of india and Pakistan by unfettered globatisation. It was
pointed out that this struggle to counter the threat of globalisation has to be
linked fo the struggle for democratisation of our respective societies. Hence
the struggles of dalits, women, workers and other marginalised sections
need 1o be finked to the movement for alternative development in the sub-
continent. In this context it is essenfial to emphasize the interlinkages
between the processes of democratisation and anti-globalisation.

The workshop identified the following common areas of concern:

1. The need to cooperate in huilding food security through a sustainable
agriculture  strategy  that will exclude the multinational controlled
seed/biotechnology/pesticide cycle. The possibilities of sharing
appropriate and small technologies that provide for greater autonomy to
agricultural and rural producers were explored. Water management and
distribution issues need to be addressed an a regional cooperative basis.

o

The danger posed by the processes of concentration of capital and de-
centralisation of production, informalisation of the fabour force,
muitinational control over foreign trade, dumping of dirty technology
by MNCs, and impact of short term financial flows on the economies
was highlighted. The need to forge closer regional trade through
strengthening the SAPTA and ultimately moving to a South Asian Free
Trade regime to counter these was recommended. The need to
immediately extend MFN freatment to exports from neighbours was
emphasised. Greater contacts between the business and trade of the two
countries needed to be developed.

3. Sharing of information through a bulletin and a web-site on the impact
of globalisation in the two countries was essential. Several areas were
identified on which a data bank needed to be urgently built up - dis-
investment patterns, trade regimes, concessions given to MNCs,
employment structures, social sector spending, feminisation of poverty,
increasing inequalities, etc. The information should be widely
disseminated and transtated by local chapters of the PIPFPD,

4. Both the countries share common ecological regions, like the
Himalayas, the Kuich and'the plains of Punjab, which face identical
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issues such as degradation and environmental destabilisation. This
provides the hasis for forging a common strategy.

The two couniries need to evolve joint strategies on multilateral
negotiations, including the WTO, Global environment, Plant Breaeders
Rights, etc.

A permanent committee of 4 to 6 members be set up in the PIPFPD to

initiate and implement the recommendations.
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REPORY OF THE SECTORAL GROUP ON GENDER ISSUES

Chaisperson: Dy Zarina Salamat (Pakistan)
Rapportenrs: Tabira Abdullah (Pakistan)
IMadhu Bhushan (Fndia)

The Working Group on Gender issues met during the afternoon session
on 7th April. After self-introductions the group selected for further
discussion just a few of the many issues identified as being both
important and relevant to the mandate and work of the PIPFPD.

The following issues were selected:

3]

. Women and mobilization for peace;
Ho Women’s political empowernment;
i, The feminization of poverty;

v, Violence against women;

v.  Women and health and education issies,

Women and mobilization for peace

3. Views were expressed that women have long been in the vanguard of
the human rights and peace movements in the sub-continent, but that
now there appears to be a need to reclaim their space there, nstead of
accepting relegation or marginalization of women o “women’s issues”
within the “women’s movement”. This is now 2 view emanating not just

from the policy-makers and officiaidom, hut increasingly - and
distressingly - also from the hierarchy of the progressive civil sociery
movements, including the peace movement and the Forum itself.

A Bwas, therefore, recommended that there is a need o change astitudes
towards the centrality of gender issues within the PIPFPD itself, |y
bringing gender info the mainstream of the Forum’s four themes and by
recognizing women as experts and confributors in their own right,
There is also @ need for the PIPFPD 1o take up infiatives and issue-hased
activities, as well as setting up a joint committee to work on gender
issties common to both countries,

Women's political empowerment

5. Views were expressed that women's political empowerment  and
participation are just as important as economic. The differing systams
and jssues facing Indian and Pakistani women were discussed, e.g., the
Panchayal system i India, and e recently announced 50% reservation
for women at the local bodies tier in Pakistan for the December 2000
LB elections. In the current milieu, the continuing need for reservation
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of woemen's seats at all tlers was stressed. [ was, however, strongly Telt
that bringing increasing numbers of  women into the current political
systerns, mainstream political parties and ruding alites - which are
corrupt and insincere and insensitive - will not address the core issues
facing the vast majority of our people in both countries.

it was, therefore, recommended that there is a need - not just 1o {i
women into the existing system - bul to evolve a new vision and an
alternative paradigm of political empowerment and to work towards
changing the systems of political thought and potitical processes. This is
necessary o achieve the effective mainstreaming of women in a
poiitical sphere which recognizes the centrality of peace, human rights,
religious tolerance, and good governance.

he feminization of poverty

Participants in the discussion  noted with serious concern women’s
increasing  poverty and denial of basic minimum needs, due w©
globalization, inflation and bad economic and financial management;
and the negative impact on women of {@linternational pacis such as
IMF-led  Structural  Adjusiment  Programmes  and WTO, and
(hYincreasing militarization and nuciearization, and war and ongoing
conflicts,

it was recommended that the Forum should advocate that women's
economic issues be addressed on a priority basis through affirmative
action, poficies and programmes. There is a need for women to utilize
the electronic media and information fechnology, in order to enter the
eCoOnOmIc mainstream.

Violence against women

4.

10,

There was an indepth discussion on the alarming increase in many
forms of violence against women. There is a great similarity in Indian
and Pakistani manifestations of violence, e.g., dowry/stove deaths, rape
and marital rape, honour killings, physical and mental cruelty, forced
marriage, non-recognition of right to choice in marriage, the stigma of
divorce and desertion, child custody, sexual harassment, child
prostitution and trafficking of women, mistreatment and sexual violence
in public sector sheiters, crisis centres and police stations, indifference
and hostility of the courts and the medical profession, lack of redress,
etc, Where large numbers of NGOs are providing free tegal aid, shelters
anct other support, the pubtc sector is lacking in hoth facilities as well
as supportive atfitudes,

It was recommended that advocacy should he carried ous for faws 1o
profect women as victims and, in certain cases, as double victims, be
enacted where needed, strengthened if need be, siictly enforced and
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implemented - which is currently not the case. Discriminatory
fegisfations e.g. {(Hudood Ordinance in Pakistan) to be repealed. The
objectification of women in the media, particularly in advertisements,
should be stopped. Gender sensitization of the relevant officials is
wigently needed 1o deal with violence at all three fevels: state/custodial,
societal, and domestic.

Women and health and education issues

1.

lt was agreed that women lack adequate information, education and
counselling (IEC) on and access to basic and reproductive health
services and reproductive rights,

Mt was recommended that advocacy should he carried out for legisiation

to be enacted to ensure reproductive rights and provision of, and access
to, basic and reproductive health services, including STDs/HIVIAIDS, as
a basic human right. IEC services need to be provided on priority hasis,
The skewed sex ratios in both countries - Le., the missing millions of
females - need to be reversed through checks on amniocentesis, female
foeticide, infanticide and high female mortality rates. The girl child
needs special care and protection, Mal- and undernutrition among girls
and women require 1o be addressed urgently.

- lrwas agreed that education is crucially important, both formal and non-

formal, and for men just as much as for women, particularly in the light
of the need for concerted male attitudinal changes. There is a need 1o
focus on adolescents and youth. Awareness campaigns run by NGOs
need o be stepped up and taken up by the public sector too.

Conclusion

15.

i

ik,

the working group on gender issues,

noting that successive governments in bath countries made pledges,
including ratifications of internationally binding instruments, to improve
the status of women,

hut failed due to fack of political will and commitment, recommends
that lobbying and advacacy for women’s priority issues need to be
taken up at all fora and at all levels - policy, planning, centralffederal,
state/provincial, local bodies and all concerned persons in the public,
private and NGO sectors. The PIPFPD needs to recognize this and to
collaboratively and jointly take up gender issues most relevant to irs
mandate on a priority hasis.

states that India and Pakistan rank amongst the lowest in human
development, particutarly by the Gender Empowerment Measure, Half
our population s deprived of equality, justice and access to
opportunities within their respective national mainstreams. We, as
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conscicus men and women, refuse to accept the status quo and strongly
call upon our respective governments (o uphold the fundamental and
indisputable principles of justice and equality. We call upon ail
progressive sections of society 10 join us in ouwr struggle and raise 4
collective voice for cur righis,

refterates our commitment 1o continue our struggle for the cause of
achieving a peaceful, tolerant, just, egalitarian, progressive, non-
theocratic, democratic social order for women and men.
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REPORT OF THE SECTORALGROGUP ON MEDIA AND CULTURE

Co-chairpersons Dy Satya Paul (Tndia)
My Anwar Pasrich (Pakistan)
Rapporteur T My Somit Chakravarty (Fndia)

The Group met on April 7 fram 3-45 pan. to 5.30 pan. . Eighteen persons
participated in the discussion.

In his opening remarks Mr, Satya Paul, as the Co-chairperson of the group
highlighted the importance of media and culture in bringing the peoples of
the nwo countries closer to each other, He brought into focus the positive
vole of the media during the freedom struggle and depiored the current
negative approach of 1h(,‘ media in spreading disharmony, hatred and
violence among the peoples of India and Pakistan.

Several speakers spoke in favour of exchange of publications and a liberal
visa regime to facilitate frequent visits by the two countries” journalists. i
was felt that newspapers and journals should have the freedom o appoint
correspondents i the two countries. The launching of a joint media
newsletter or bulletin, preferably bi-monthly, was also proposed.

Some speakers complained about the two governments” allempts o
suppress information with regard to violation of human rights and atrocities
on the people as in J&K. The glorification of violence and conflict between
the two countries by the media instead of hightighting the peace efforfs was
denounced. The threars and hardships faced by the media from the
government and militants were also mentioned.

Some speakers expressed concern over the fall in journalistic standards as a
result of which in-depth research on vital fssues was absent,

Some others referred to the proprietors” attitudes in shaping the course of
media coverage.

Some speakers classified media into missionary, commercial and modern,
and pointed to the hardships faced by the Pakistani media in preserving
freedom of the press under military rule in particular, an experience Indian
media had not gone through. it was further observed that whereas in the
past Indian journalists were writing with a sense of objectivity that earned
shem respect in Pakistan, the recent trend in the Indian print media to be
aggressive and condescending towards Pakistan was not conducive (o the
improvenent of bilateral relations.

On the hasis of the discussions the following recommendations were made:

i.  The establishment of a website of the PIPFPD as also a common internet
connection and e-mail for the purpose;

i, Networking of journalists” unions;

i, Exchanges of representatives of INS and PNS as also the different
journalists’ organisations of the two countries.
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iv. Free flow of publications;

v, Liberal visa rules for journalists so as to preciude police reporting and
restrictions on the maode of transport 1o be used;

vi. Freedom for puddications to post correspondents in each others” country.

Mz, Sheema Kermani (Pakistan, who iitiated the discussion on culture,

drew attention to the pivotal role of culiure in bringing the peoples together

and in this context regretted the disregard and disrespect being shown by

detegates to cultural programmes thereby reflecting their non-seriousness.

Mr. Anwar Pasricha (Pakistan) as co-Chairperson of the group highlighted

the significance of culture because of its wider reach among the people

through performances in comparison with the media, and the impact of

such performances on the public mind,

Some Pakistani participants expressed their concern over the growing

vulgarity in the cultural perdformance shown on Indian TV and films, While

sharing this concern some ndian delegates spoke of educating the public to

preserve our own sub-continental culture, However, a fear was expressed

that in the name of preserving sub-continental culture there couid be a

throwback into some kind of fundamentatist siraitjacket, and this must

necessarily be prevented. Qne participant frem | & K spoke of the rainhow

culture, Kashmir bridping the culture of India and Pakistan. Some speakers

referred o culture as the miror of the growth of civil society.

The following recommendations were made:

i Qrganising tours of artistes (o each other’s country with increasing
frequency;

i, Liberalising visa rules for cultural artistes;

fi. Joint production of India-Pakistan telefilins, films, theatre,

iv. One-hour timeslet on TV for secular cultural performances of each
other’s country through adequate support by sponsors,

v. Checking the spread of Western culture in the name of globalisation;

vi. Setting up an Internet channel for communication among cultural
personalities,

#owas sugpested in order to implement the above recommendations a

permanent joint group should be constituted.

Al the plenary It was suggested that

a. Steps must be taken to ensure that hatred -is not spread through
publications andfor the electronic media that woukd vitiate relations
hetween the countries,

b, An Indo-Pakistan Journalists Organisation be sef up to promaote greater
interaction and cleser co-operation between media pracitioners of the
wy states.
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HEPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF
THE SECTORAL GROUP OK TRADE UNIGNS

Chairperson: Salim Raza (Pakistan)
Rapporteur : Pranal Ghosh (India)

Ten delegates from India and Pakistan participated.

From the country repart of Pakistan the deleterious effects of the army rule
on the lives and tivelihood of the workers of Pakistan emerged.

Trade union membership has been dwindling. MNCs and TNCs are coming
in a big way. But they are not engaging in manufacturing.  So transfer of
technology is not taking place. MNCs are interested in dumping the goocls,
More and more factories are closing down adding to the already acute
unemployment. The military rulers are putting their men as heads of Public
Sector Corporations e.g. Karachi Port, Karachi Shipvard, Electrical Supply
Corporation efc.

Altacks on the prade union movements are faking place in various ways.
Union leaders have been suspended on flimsy grounds, Working hours
have hbeen increased. Manufacturing faxation is being increased.  Import
duties are being lowered. Labour judiciary and labour departments have
been rendered ineffective. Labour laws have been amended to preclude
dismissed workers to be on the Trade union bodies. In government
corporations warkers / employees are being declared as civil servants -
thereby depriving the workers of the protection of labour laws and trade
union rights, Scab unions and those affifiated to 1ICFTU only are being
encouraged, but they do not have any represestative character, Negative
conseqguences of WTO and the so-called globalisation and liberalisation are
being faced. It was suggested that Indian and Pakistani trade union
movements should come closer and make conjoint endeavours to fight
against the adverse effects and the common dangers pased by the emerging
US-centric TNC hegemony and forge a united approach 1o peace, friendship
and prospetity.

The delepates of india, dwelt at length of the onstaught of globalisation and
liberalisation in India and agreed that there were commonalties in the
situations heing faced by the working class in both the countries. It emerged
that in India more workers are in the unorganised sector who are mostly
deprived of the minimum wages laws, More and more workers in the
arganised sector are getting shified to the unorganised sector through the
process of downsizing, outsourcing, engagement of contract and casual
tabouwr.

The Group fook note of the dismal condition of the agricultural workers and
their want of trade union rights and collective bargaining power,
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The Group also ok note of the problem of women workers who are the
hackbone of agricultural work as well as  the unorganised sector in the
urban areas, They are also denfed frade union rights and collective
bargaining rights,

The probiems of building workers and domestic servants banded labour and
child fabour also came into shamp focus,

RESOLUTION

. A joint strafegy be evolved by the working class movements of both the
countries i ward off the negative aspects of globalisation  and
liheralisaton, to protect the acquired rights, and for improvement of the
labour laws,

2. PIPFPD would act as the catalytic agent to bring  the central trade
unions / federations of both the countries closer.

3. PIPFPD would work towards holding a joint convention of the trade
unions of both the countries and to evolve structures for implementing
the joint stratepy.

4, There should be collection and dissemination of labour related
information and data,

L

Industry - wise trade union contacis should also be encouraged.

6. The problems of agricultural workers, women workers, building
workers, bonded labour and child fahour would be kepi in view in our
all future work.

7. On behalf of the PIPFPD, Mr. Gul Rahman (Pakistan) and Me. Pranab
Ghosh (ndia) will indtially act as co-ordinators in their respective
couniries to initiate the process of forging a unifed strategy as envisaged
above.

The convention would urge the twe Governments to relax visa regulations

for facilitating exchange of frade union delegations.
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REPORT OF THE SECTURAL GROUP OR
TEAGHERS AND STUDENTS

Co-chairpersens @ My S, Pandian (India)
fdr M. Saced Anan (FPakistan)
Rapporteur : Mr Mazhar Hussain (India)

The two groups on teachers and students were clubbed together inlo a
single group. Altogether there were 10 participants - two from Pakistan and
cight from India. No students were present in the group.

1.

[

6.

The focus of the group was more on students’ issues bul matters relating
to teachers were alse taken up during the deliberations.

The groupn acknowledged that the issue of negalive attitudes of students
of both our countries towards each other was turning  grave,

The curricuium, especially the teaching of hstory, and the influence of
the media, were recognised as major factors in circulating negative
thoughts and feelings about other religions and communities and
branding the other as enemies, terrorists eic.

The group recognised that while students in Pakistan are not taught the
history of the sub-continent, the curriculum in India is being mutilated
and distorted aspecially after the BiP came 1o power.

The il informed attitudes and improper understanding of most of the
teachers of both the countries about each other is playing havoc with
the constitution of the minds of their students,

On the positive side the group found that the education of the girl child
was on the rise in Pakistan.

On the basis of the above discussions the groups made the following
recommendations ;

1.

4.

The group was emphatic that multi-pronged strategies must be adopted
to inculcate open-mindedness, tolerance and commitment for peace
amongst students and youth.

All efforts at all fevels should be undertaken to resume the priority to
funds that the education sector deserves and requires.

Proactive endeavours and programmes should be undertaken 1o
motivate and involve opinion builders, policy makers and politicians to
rewrite and enfist their involvement in making education a vehicle for
peace and understanding to resist the promotion of hatred and social
divisions,

Movements and programmes should be initiated and strengthened 1o
ensure that the syllabus at all levels of education should be fair without
distortions, and conducive o the promotion of peace and understanding.
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6.

The group also felt that the syllabus should inchade the understanding
of the basic feneis of ail the religions to inculcate the values of
vnderstanding and wolerance amongst children and youth.

There should be large scale exchange of educational Horature between
hoth the countries.

Exchange facifities should be provided o facilitate the establishment of
e-mail friendships between a large number of students which could be
a precursor to exchange programmes,

Exchange programmes of students and teachers should be undertaken
more vigorousty and constantly,

Exchange programmes should he designed to be muliifaceted and
should include heritage, culture, racial and educational aspects.

CStudents and teachers’ exchange  programme  should  include

pariicipation from both urban and rural areas and must have

representation from all sections and communities of society,

CSpecific cities and organisations should be fied up in the studies /

ieachers exchange programme to ensure that they are implemented
consistently,

2. Programmes of teachers of both the countries should be undertaken to

facilitate better introspection and understanding,

. Corporate sponsorships should be mebilised for the student / teacher

exchange programmes,

. The factors behind the increase in the education of the girl chitd in

Pakistan should be studied and the same should be applied 1o India and
those potions of Pakistan where the gisl child’s education is lagging
behind, to improve the education of the girl child in the sub-continent.
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RESCLUTION OF THE SECTORAL GROUP
O TRADE AND COMMERCE

1. To maintain cordial and business {riendly atmosphere, basic issues
should be solved on pricrity, and competent authorities in both the
countries should be approached to achieve this end.
2. Instead of big business groups, small traders shouid be encouraged 1o
get involved in business between the two countries,
3. Genuine and registered business groups should attend  Farum
conventions and discuss business with their counter paris.
4. Free movement of busiessmen should be ensured in the fwo countries,
5. Multiple visa facilities shoukd be provided to tade and commerce
neople of hoth sides,
6. Constitution of a trade and commerce commitiee, responsible for
framing and adopting proper measures to create a congenial
atmaosphere for the business community, like
a)  doubling the number of exportable / importable tems from the
existing state ; and

b formation of a pressure  group  of  business  community
represeniatives 1o influence the competent authorities 1o achieve
the Forum targets.

Presented

by

Khalim Basir

{(Pakistan)
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REPORT OF THE SECTORAL GROUP ON ENVIRONMERT

the Group on environment unfortunately did not have any Pakistani
delegate present during its meeting,

The Group felt that most developing coungries faced comimon problems
and concerns in the international arena. This was especially true of South
Asia. The experiences of Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and India
were very similar in the area of environment, largely because they faced
similar economic, cultural and social pressures in the globat scenario. The
group also noted the fact that in the field of environment, every positive
change in government policies, or legal measures dealing with
environment, were due to efforts of  activists alone, and therefore it was
crucial that activists, NGQOs, Trade Unions and other concerned
organisations and  individuals came together to tackle the issue of
environmental degredation. The PIPFPD could therefore play a significant
role in this area.

The PIPFPD could intervene in two major areas -

1. Where Pakistan and India shared a common ecological space. For
example sharing of water resources,  a common coastiine, and a
common mountain range - the Himalayas. In ecologically sensitive
areas like the Kutch desert, where common wetlands, fisheries,
mangroves need attention of groups from both countries. There are
industries focated in the border region like power plants of the Reliance
group of industries in the Jamnagar area of Gujarat . The discovery of
Gil in the Kutch region has implications of oif spills and poflution that
need to be addressed urgently.

2. ar  Both the countries face simitar problems and shared experiences of
unsustainable  "development”.  Like other developing countries,
Pakistan and tndia suffer simifar pressures from the developed
countries an issues like dumping of nuclear wastes, transfer of
obsolete technologies, production of energy and clean energy, and
Multilateral Environmental Agreements, where groups should come
together to lobby for people-friendly agreements.

I3} Pakistan and India face similar problems due to internal pressures
also, like the issues of rapid and unplanned expansion of cities,
rural migration to urban areas and related environmental problems,
Garbage and disposal of garbage has become a major health and
environmental issue. Non-availability of energy and clean energy in
the urban environment is another problem. Obsolete drugs have
glutted the markets of both the countries and this group expressed
serious concern in this matter, There are many such issues that both
countries face in common, Environment and related issues need to
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be addressed from the point of view of this shared experience and
worked with on a common platform,

Action Plan

1.

6.

The first task s to identify groups both in Pakistan and india that couid
work together on commaon environmental issues,

Sharing of information is the first siep that can be taken, and a
mechanisnt needs 1o be set up to do so.

A website of the PIPFPD is being  set up, and initially a page can be
devoted to report on common environmental issues. Concerned groups
on both sides of the border could further disseminate this information,
SAARC studies should be compiled and shared.

National Conventions of PIPFPD in the two countries should include
environmental issues in their agenda.

Journalists who are specialists an environment can play a facilitating
rote,

Armed forces can be involved in preserving the environment in areas
under their control,

Presented by:

Nityanand Jayaraman
Suhasini Mulay
Atul Setalvad

Bawa
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Ahtisham-ul-Hag Dar

Abdul Rauf Matik

Abdul Hameed Khan
Muhammad Nisar Safdar
Farzana Anwar

Muhammad Kamran Islam
Moulvi Chaidullah Bhuito
Karachi

Mrs. Zareena Salamat

13-A, Sattelite Town, Rawalpindi
Chaudhry Muhammad Igbal
H. 802, Said Pur Road, Arsad
Pura, Rawalpindi

Tahira Abdullab

NG 15, 563, F-8/3, islamabad
Khadim Fussain

H.No. 462, S1L107, 1+-8/4,
Islamabacl

Syeda Nasreen Sultana
H.NG. 159, St.a4, G-10/4,
Islamabacd

Malik Muhammad Ali Bhara
H-4, St E, Block X, Gharib
Colony, Vehari

Muhammad lgbal Malik Chak
Jmeraliwala Vill. Kabir Pur,
T& Distt, Mulfan

Fayyaz Hussain Vill. Gopal pur,
The. And Distt. Multan

100, Ashiag Ahmad
Arshi Chak ®ikar Wala, Vill.
Kabirpur, T.& Disii. Mudtan
101, Abdul Hakim

A3UTDA, The & Disit. Layyah

102, Muhammad Qastim Anwar
2494, Aurangabad,
MNazimabad, Karachi

103, Muhammad Sajid
Mouza Gopal Pur, Multan

104, Shahzad Anjum

Basti Bhawalpur, Sukha, Mulian

105, Zerga Saleem
3609 AL S Jalit Abad Colony,
Railway Rd. Colony, Multan

106. M. Raez Ahmad Khan
Plot Mo, K-1315-A, Corangi
Town, Karachi

107. Malik Rahat Mahmood
6A-Patial Bagh, finnah Rd,
Quetta

108, Muhammad Qasim

Lahore Hotel, Abdul Sattar Rd.

Cuetia
1049, Fida Hussain

Village Seerlasht, Po/Ps Tehsil

Chitral District Chitral
114, Saad Roomi, Mr.
Vill, Morder, P/S & Teh
Murkaho, Chitral
111, Ayub Shah, Mr.
H.No. 928, Paiti Lahorian
Moha, Ander Sheher,
Pesahawar

112, Mohammad Azam Alridi, Mr.

Afridi House, 2ohra Road,
Govi. College of Technology,
Kohat Rd, Peshawar

113, Azhar Jamil Mr.
H.Ne. 2372, Mo, Jatian,
Yakatoot, Peshawar
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Zareen Baba, P.O. Akora
Khattak, Teh & Dist Nova
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19-B, Street No.4, Defence
Officers Colony,

Muhammad Khurshid Khan
2-A, Nationat Bark Colony,
/S Kohati Gate, Peshawar

1. Mahasal Khan, Mr,

3-A, Babar Road, Peshawar

2. Naveen Chander Mr,

H.No. 2441, Karim Pura, Peshawar

3. Qamar Un Nisa Mrs.

50, G-3, Street-5, Phase 1,
Hayat Abad, Peshawar

. Rahirn Shah Afridi
Mustim Abad, Kakshai, Peshwar

5. Riaz Gul Khattak

Shaheen Books, Spogmay
Plaza, Jamrud Road, Peshawar
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Sher Zaman Usman Abad,
Pabbi, Dist, Nowshera

Sultan Muhammed Nothia
Qadeem, Moh. Khan Abad,
Near Dist Council Office Pesly
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Bukhari #2, Islamia Road,
Peshawar Cant

1. Syed Minhaj Ul Hassn Dept of

Histary, University of Peshawar

2. Tarig Ahmed Khan

mMohallah Tewas Khan

3. Zain Ul Abidin

Vill, Morder TehMollkhow,
Dist. Chitral

Shah Jehan Moh,

Sarai Bari Cham,

Hoti Mardan

5. Haji Muhammad Adeel

Ziarat Road, Gunner Lane,
Peshawar Canit
Muhammad Haleem Jan
H.No. A 372, Khalid fane,
Peshawar

. Siddiga Bano Mrs,

H.No.3/2A, Khalid Lane,
Peshawar

Benazir Mrs.

Vil Nasitta, PO Nisitta,

Moh. Aziz Khel, Dist,
Charsadda

Sarfraz. Khan Dr.

5-Khalit Colony, Kanal Road,
University Town, Peshawar
Arshad Waheed

2-Gulgashi East, New Chungi
Na, 6, Basan Ravi, Multan

1. Dr. Mubashir Hasan

4-K, Gulherg 2, Lahore
Mahlika Samdhani

44-A, TECH Society, Lahore
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143, Manzoor Ahmad 152, Riffat Aziz

144, Rashid Rahman s, Vill, And Post Oilice
5-A, MNisar Road, Lahore Canti. Kabal, Swat
145, Surayya Alam 153, Haz Ahmad Durrand
G0- Upper Mail, Lahore Vill, Raheama, PO, Sardehri
The, Charsadda, Peshawar
146, Mir Sikandar Ali 154, Shahid Faz
Talpur Vill, HoziGhanwar Street No, 25, Muhallah Canal
Khan, Talpur, The & Disti. Park, Muridkey,
Hyderabad Distt. Shekhupura
147, Asad lghal Butt 155, Hanif Balochi
13-185/4, federal "B Area, 156. Dr. Mohd. Shaimi
Karachi 157, Mohammad Asif Dary
148, Zain-ud-Din Ahmad 158, Malik Mohammad Ali
5-A, Waris Road, Lahore 159, Nusarrar Hilali
149, Mrs, Hajrah Mumtaz 160. Syed Abdul Ahad Agah
HG-A, S 65, 773, Islamabad 161, Shakeel -ur-Rehiman
150, Mrs. Fatirma Shah 162, Mohd, Altagham
4-K, Gulbergil, Lahore 372 A, Khalid Lane Peshawar

151, izharul-Hag
Advocate 32-C, G.OR. 111,
Shadman, Lahore
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Ouely Breath

Mot Christian or Jow or Mustim, no Hindu
Buddist, Sufi or Zen, Nat any religion

or cultural System. | am not from the Fast
or the West, Not out of the ocean or up

from the ground, not natural or ethereal, not
composed of Elements at all. | do not Exist.

am not an Enfity in this world or the next,
did not descent from Adam or [ve or any

Origin Story, My place in placeless, a trace
of the fraceless. Neither body or soul

[ belong 1o the beloved, have seen the two
worlds as one and that ane call 1o and know,

first, last, outer, inner, only that
breath breathing human being.

Jalaluddin Rwmi
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